
From the Pastor's Desk  
 

 
Dear Friends 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!   We have faced a lot of challenges individually and as a church the past sever-
al months as we have navigated through a pandemic together.  Individually, we have had new phrases intro-
duced into our vocabulary like social distancing.  We have developed new practices such as wearing masks 
and using more hand sanitizer than ever before.  Many of us do not socialize, shop, or go to church as much as 
we did a year ago.  Things have changed! 
 

As a congregation, we have experienced several ways of worshiping since March.  We have had church by 
computer, in our car and in the sanctuary.  We have adjusted to having our meetings via Zoom.  We have 
missed learning, praying, and fellowshipping together.  We have been pleased when we have been able to get 
back together.   
 

It has been a trying time.  We all have dealt with many inconveniences related to the pandemic.  Some of us 
have experienced more hardships due to Covid-19 such as loss of a job or a loved one.  Regardless of the se-
verity of the impact of the pandemic, it has been a difficult year. 
 

In the face of all the challenges, God has been with us.  We are blessed with technology that enables us to con-
tinue with the tasks that sustain life and ministry.  We can shop, meet, worship, work, and go to school online. 
While not always ideal, these are things that would have been impossible just a few decades ago.  
 

As a congregation, we have been blessed by the faithful support of our members.  There are many who make 
ministry happen, often behind the scenes.  Our leaders continue to plan and work together.  We have taken the 
usual activities such as our pancake breakfasts and have made them drive through events.  We continue to be 
in a strong financial position because of folks using electronic options or the mail if they cannot worship with 
us in person.  God is good and we are blessed! 
 

As we approach Thanksgiving and Christmas, we can become discouraged by the fact that they will be differ-
ent than in past years.  Instead of discouragement, another option is to be grateful for the unexpected blessings 
we have experienced this year.  After all, Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks.  It is a reminder that we are 
blessed even in difficult times. 
 

My prayer is that we will continue to look with eyes of faith for what God is doing in our lives.  I hope that we 
will participate in sharing God’s love with others.  I also pray that we will find ways to give thanks for all the 
blessings we have received. 
 

Thanksgiving Blessings,  
Pastor Keith 
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Daylight savings time ends on 

November 1st.Remember to set 
your clocks back 1 hour. 
 

 

All Saints Sunday, November 1st at both services. 
We will be honoring all the members of Bakerstown 
UMC that passed away between November 1, 2019-

October 28, 2020 

The Neighborhood Table | Nov. 5| Fellowship Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel 
UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Communi-
ty.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at 
BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then trans-
ported to Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there 
to help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been a 
very rewarding ministry so far, so please consider 
volunteering by calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-

2847. 
 

GriefShare “Surviving the Holidays” Seminar - 
November 11  at 7pm 

 

You are invited to a GriefShare Surviving the 
Holidays seminar, on Wednesday, November 11, 
2020, at 7:00pm in New Fellowship Hall – masks and 
social distancing required.  This evening will offer 
practical strategies for making it through the holiday 
season following the loss of a loved one.  You will 
view a video featuring advice from people in grief 
who’ve faced the holidays after their loss. You’ll hear 
insights from respected Christian counselors, pastors, 
and psychologists, as well as other experts in the field 
of grief support.   

 

At GriefShare Surviving the Holidays, you’ll 
also meet with other grieving people who have an un-
derstanding of what you’re going through. They 
won’t judge you or force you to share, but will accept 
you where you are and will offer comfort and support. 
“It was so helpful when I went to GriefShare,” said 
Marion, “I realized there are different ways to 
grieve.” 

Your holiday season won’t be easy; your emo-
tions may ambush you and suck you under at times. 
But you can choose to walk through this season in a 
way that honors your loved one and puts you on the 
path of health and healing.  This event is open to any-
one in the Church and/or the Local Community.  Feel 

free to bring friends or family members with you.  For 
more information, call the church office at 724-443-

3184.  
 

**GriefShare regular meetings continue weekly on 
Wednesday evenings:  11/4; 11/11; 11/18; 11/25 (no 
meeting, Thanksgiving Eve), 12/2; and 12/9.  
 

Bakerstown Book Club |Wednesday, November 
18th, at 7:00pm at the church – masks and safe dis-
tancing required.  The book that has been chosen to 
discuss is: The Key to Everything by Valerie Fraser 
Luesse.  If you love to read, join us on November 
18th, whether you’ve read the book or not.  Please 
just come along and join us for food, fun, and fellow-
ship. All “Book Lovers” are welcome!!  There’s al-
ways chocolate!! 

 

Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast - 
 Saturday, Nov. 21st  
Come to BUMC any time between 
8:00 am and 10:00 and take home a 
great breakfast. Each breakfast will 
contain bacon, eggs, sausage, home-

fries and your choice of blueberry, 
buckwheat, chocolate chip or plain pancakes.  All of 
this for only $5.00.  Pull in, give your order to a smil-
ing man and park and wait for the meal(s) to be deliv-
ered to your car.  It cannot be any easier! 
 

A Stitch and a Prayer Saturday, Nov. 21st |10am 
to 2pm| Old Fellowship Hall Sewing, knitting and 
crocheting blankets and prayer shawls for Linus Pro-
ject, baptisms and ill in our church.  Need help sort-
ing, sewing, ironing, pinning, cutting......all hands 
welcome. Bring a lunch!!!!    
 

If you sew, crochet, or knit your talent can be used in 
making quilts for Project Linus, shawls for shut-ins or 
even lap robes for people in nursing homes. If you are 
not able to join us when we meet on the 3rd Saturday 
of the month from 10-2, please contact Louise Himes, 
Mary Pouchot or Marge Kirkpatrick if you have ques-
tions regarding how you can help.  
 

 

Hanging of the Greens, Friday, November 27th at 
4:00pm We would like to welcome everyone  to help 
trim the church for the coming Christmas season. We 
need men to assemble the trees and others who enjoy 
decorating. Come on out and have fun decorating and 
fellowshipping with others.  
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Advent Season begins on Sunday, November 29th 

Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which many Christians make themselves ready for the coming, or birth of 
the Lord, Jesus Christ. Celebrating    Advent typically involves a season of prayer, fasting and repentance, followed by 
anticipation, hope and joy. Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by thanking God for Christ's first coming to Earth 
as a baby, but also for his presence among us today through the Holy Spirit, and in preparation and anticipation of his 
final coming at the end of time. 

 

 

 

The Redemption of the Grinch – and Us! 
An Advent Bible Study 

Sundays at 9:45 A.M. in the Large Fellowship Hall 
November 29; December 6, 13 and 20, 2020 

 

If you have not heard yet, Pastor Alyce loves the Grinch!  Since she was a little girl, 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” has been her favorite Christmas special.  Some-
one once asked her how such a nice person could love the mean, old Grinch.  Her 
answer was, “It’s the end of the story that matters.  We all want to be judged by the 
end of our story and not the beginning!” 

 

She is inviting you to explore with her important biblical/faith themes that arise in the beloved story:  
  November 29: Bitterness 

  December 6: Revenge/Sin 

  December 13: Forgiveness/Transformation 

  December 20: Reconciliation 

 

Of course, we’ll watch some clips from the original classic – and Pastor Alyce is planning to wear some of her 
Grinch attire to inspire you to love the Grinch, too!  
 

 

Prepare your hearts for Christmas and join in this fun and enlightening Bible Study!  All are welcome!   
 

 

 

Lighthouse Toy Bank Drive at Bakerstown UMC—Pick a paper ornament 
from the Christmas tree in the Narthex.  Bring back an unwrapped gift back un-
der the tree, with your paper tag attached by December 6th  
 

The Toy Bank will be a little different this year! We will be hosting the Light-
house Toy Bank on Saturday, December 12th 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1:00pm-

5pm and on Monday, December 14th from 9:00am—12:00pm and 1:00pm—

4:00pm. Your donations are greatly appreciated.  It allows families in need to 
receive presents for Christmas for their children.  ***Look for the angel tree be-
fore Thanksgiving***  We are always in need of younger teenager gifts...some 
suggestions for them are make-up, jewelry, fishing rods and tackle boxes, hood-

ies (hooded sweatshirts), nerf toys, remote control helicopters/airplanes/cars, etc.  **The Lighthouse is also 
giving out $25 gift cards for teenagers aged 16-18 this year, so if you would like to donate one, they'd ap-
preciate it.**  Thank you so much for all of your support! 
 

 

 



Page 4 

 

October has been such a fun month!  We enjoyed “Hat Day” where the children, teachers and 

even Pastor Keith donned their favorite hats!  The children were thrilled when Pastor Keith 

walked in with a big pirate hat on!  Needless to say, he was a big hit with all!  Each month we will 

have special fun days.  November brings “Crazy Sock Day”. 

 

 

Each year, the Blind and Vision Services come to give free vision screenings.  They use a little 

camera of sorts which gives a detailed report of the children’s eyes and eyesight.  This is much 

more detailed than a regular exam at the pediatrician’s office.  The Blind and Vision Services 

have been able to identify and help many children in our care who would normally have gone 

unnoticed until their elementary years or older.  Thanks to them, children receive services much 

earlier and are able to correct many issues.  The Blind and Vision Services visited us in October. 

 

Moe’s Taco Kit Fundraiser:  For the first time ever, we will be having a fundraiser through 

Moe’s!  Please plan to pick up your taco kits on Friday, October 23 between 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 

p.m.  This is one delicious fundraiser! 

 

 

 

 

Halloween Parades!     

A lot has changed due to the pandemic, including how we celebrate different events.  We are try-

ing to keep as many fun celebrations as we can by rethinking how we do things. The preschool 

and kindergarten classes are super excited to be able to parade outside, weather permitting, in 

their adorable costumes!  We are looking forward to a fun time! 

Day School Chalkboard…. 
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November  Birthday’s & Anniversaries 

We are still collecting and sending coupons for the troops and their families around the world. If you 
can cut-sort or bring them in, please put them in the box on the information center. Please contact Joyce 
Koval at 412-327-8890.  

11/01 Rachel Whipple 

11/02 Broderick Cosgrove 

11/03 Diane Semler 
11/03 Laurie McLeister 
11/05 James Holcomb 

11/05 Kim Leasure 

11/08 Barbara Beri 
11/09 Rich Kenzie 

11/10 Donald Allaman Sr. 
11/10 James Scalise 

11/12 Natalie Lowell 
11/13 Patti Kenzie 

11/13 Jim Skolnik 

11/14 Nancy Shipley 

11/17 Fran Sutton 

11/17 Patti Sworden 

11/19 Julie Cramer 
11/21 Kevin L. Staub 

11/21 Larry Halliwell 
11/22 Anastasia Vulhop 

11/23 Corey Stevens 

11/23 Nicole Edinger 
11/23 Becky Rinker 
11/24 Joshua Knochel 
11/25 Gregg Platt 
11/25 Bradley McLeister 
11/25 Zachary Szelc 

11/26 Nathaniel Swisher 

11/26 Barbara Williams 

 

11/28 Andy Edinger 
 

 

 

 

 

11/02/1974 Richard & Joyce Chalfant 
 

11/02 James & Pam Holcomb 

 

11/11/1989 Dave & Kathleen Meuschke 

 

11/14/1969 Dean & Ellen Kelley 

 

11/15/1986 Michael & Penny Fischetti 
 

11/22/2008 Joe & Barbara Beri 
 

11/27/1971 Jim & Carol Skolnik 

Operation Christmas Child: A project of Samaritan’s Purse 

 

 

OCC helps children aged 2-12 who are suffering due to disease, war, famine or natural disasters where they live. 
Our donations show these children as well as their families, friends and neighbors the joy of the love of God.  
 

Toys, school supplies, small tools, small toys, clothing, accessories, paper back books (that will fit in a shoe box), 
and personal care items make great gifts. As these are feely given and received many lives are changed. 
 

Until November 16th, your gifts may be brought and placed in the designated OCC box in the narthex. Our pack-
ing party is scheduled Friday, November the 20th at 5:30pm in NFH.  
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From The Prayer Corner  -   Pray through the News Headlines!!   
 

When you think about recent headlines for local, national, or world news, what do you feel?  Discouraged, dis-
illusioned, heartbroken, hopeless, frustrated, angry, numb, sorrowful?  Regardless of where we stand political-
ly or on issues of global importance, many of us have deep-seated feelings about things that are so far out of 
our ability to change or control. 

It only takes a few minutes on Facebook, Twitter, the Internet, or your local TV or Radio station to find people 
spewing venom and reactions based on emotion, often without first taking time to check facts or sources. Satan 
surely celebrates each time believers act out like this, especially against each other, ripping apart the Body of 
Christ, the Church. 

It’s time to point our feelings towards the only truth – the Bible: the unchanging, infallible, Word of God — 
the only plumb-line that can help make sense of these days. We are told that the Word became flesh and was 
“full of grace and truth”.  Often we forget that grace and truth must go hand in hand. 

How often do we vent our opinions, frustrations and cynicisms before we first pray and ask the Holy Spirit to 
equip us in our response?  Over and over, we are reminded that He is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
Nothing takes Him by surprise. He is able to accomplish good and His heart’s desire is that we ask.  That 
doesn’t mean that the headlines will change, but we know that He can use them for His glory. 

As this election year escalates, so do tempers and frustration.  This is understandable, but we are encouraged to 
be people of prayer who stand in the gap on behalf of our nation. Jesus didn’t up and leave when the going got 
tough. He stood firm to the end and encouraged His disciples to do likewise. This is our opportunity to live 
faithfully in the midst of difficult times, even though others may oppose us. 

This month, instead of reacting on emotion, join with other Christians and grab your Bible and the newspaper.  
Let’s consider the following as we pray through the headlines: 

#1 – Open God’s Word.  What does He say about this?  Who does He say He is? Pray the truth about God; that 
He is sovereign and loving and able to answer our prayers on the topic. 

#2 - Do a heart check: ask what attitude you have about the topic. Anger, pride, or some other response that 
will get in the way of your prayer? Self-righteous or condemning thoughts? Ask God to forgive that attitude, 
and help to overcome it. 

#3 - Thank the Holy Spirit for leading us as we pray. Listen for Him to lead.  Wait a bit as you listen for Him to 
prompt you.  Rest in that silence. 

#4 – Pray specifically for the people and the situation in the news story . . . for any change that might be need-
ed, for healing, for provision, for wisdom, for guidance, for salvation, for peace. 

Now when our gut reactions scream frustration and hopelessness, we can open God’s Word.  We can commit 
to prayer and bringing these news topics before the Lord, knowing that in the end, He is the ultimate authority.                

(portions taken from an article by Jen Schmidt) 

 
**Let’s be people of prayer who stand in the gap on behalf of our nation!! 

Prayer Corner…. 
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Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a  convenience 
for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
 

Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. This service is offered for a once a month donation for withdrawal on the first busi-
ness day of the month.  
 

Online Giving lets you go to www.bakerstownumc.org at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, 
change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  As you contem-
plate the future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and additional infor-
mation are available from the church office or by contacting Kay Cramer, financial secretary at 724-443-

2847. 

Sunday Worship: If you aren’t ready to attend in person worship, or if you are not feeling, we are live stream-
ing our worship service on our You Tube Channel, https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCiZhOxTrZRdFDFNzXa99gyg  You can find also the Sunday Service posted on our website wwwbak-
erstownumc.org on Monday morning.  
 

If you would like to purchase Giant Eagle grocery cards, we will have them available by 
PRE-SALE ONLY!  
 

You must call or email the church office with the amount you need and I will place them 
in a bag with your name on them and you can pick them up on Sunday morning and pay then.  I will also sell 
them during the week, when I am in the office. I can set up contactless pick up if you like.  
 

Mission News: 
This fall has proved to be a busy time for the mission team.  Monthly meals 
are being served take-out style at Roots of Faith in Sharpsburg.  Another 
Drive Thru Dinner for over 100 clients of The Lighthouse was held this 
week.  It's our prayer that the recipients of all these meals come to know that 
their neighbors care, and more importantly, that God cares for them.  Along 
with feeding the body, we hope to feed the soul!  In addition to an excep-

tional meal, folks receive an inspirational message, and the Lighthouse clients also receive a note inviting them 
to worship with us in the future.   Thanks to all of our volunteers: cooks, dessert bakers, and servers.  Thank 
you all for your prayers, your time, and your financial support! Without your faithfulness, these ministries 
would not be possible. 
 

Church council has decided that we 
will have bulletins available during 
the Advent and Christmas Season.  
 

Special Advent and Christmas  
Bulletins are available to purchase 
and sponsor. Please contact the 
Church Office at 724-443-3184.   

November 29……… $15 

December 6………… $15 

December 13……… $15 

December 20……… $15 

Christmas Eve…….. $33 

December 27 ……... $17 

Epiphany-January 3 $17 

Advent Candles…… $30 



Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Matthew Scott 

Associate Pastor 
mscott@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 

rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 

 
 

Staff: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

September Financial Report 
 
                  September 2020        YTD September 2020        YTD September 2019 

Donations:     $47,673.04                 $373,068.37                      $340,845.81 

Expenses:     $29,751.89                  $353,065.17                      $310,214.71 

 

Hello Church Family...Can you believe it's October??  Me neither.  I am so thankful for all of 
you.  And so is our church. 
Without you all sending in your donations via the mail to the church or my 
house, or setting up automatic withdrawals whether 
thru our website or your bank you have kept your church alive to do minis-
try.  Thank you!  If you have any questions, please give me a call.  
Kay Cramer, Financial Secretary  724-443-2847 

 

 

Shop & Save Perks to Play and Pray..Thank you to all the faithful Shop and 
Save shoppers! We received $157.66 in October.  Keep on shopping!   

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
Wednesday, November 25th at 7:30pm 

 

Come and give thanks to God for his Goodness!  
 

Our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service will look a little different 
this year. While there will be no distribution of apples or choir 
singing, we will have our Praise Band and our Bell Choir pre-
senting music.  

 

We will be following  
the same COVID-19  
guidelines.  


