Congregational Bible Study
Weekend of March 22, 2020

Scripture Lesson _____

I Samuel 16:1-13
The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’
Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the LORD said,
‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint
for me the one whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what the LORD commanded and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said,
‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s anointed is
now before the LORD.’ But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not
see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on
the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.
And he said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The LORD has not chosen any of
these.’ Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains
yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ He sent and brought
him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD
said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.
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After watching the devotional video, take
time to discuss these questions with your
spouse, family, or a friend.

Reflection ____

Discussion Questions:
1. We all have first impressions of people. Have you ever had a time when your first
impression about another person dramatically changed?
2. What were your first feelings or thoughts when the coronavirus (Covid19) started to
affect your daily life? How have your thoughts or feelings changed over the last several
days?
3. In this passage, we are told that God looks at things we cannot see (“at the heart”). In
other words, God is aware of things we can easily miss and God plans for things we
might not expect at first. What do you think God is seeing during these very challenging
times? What is God helping YOU to see during this time?
4. What do you think God is planning to do in this moment our world is in? How is God
including YOU in those plans?

Together, prayer the following prayer
With your spouse, family, or a friend.

Prayer:

Almighty God,
you know that we have no power in ourselves
to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and
inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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