
November 29, 2020                          8:30am & 11:00am  Worship Service 
 
   *We remind you today that while music will continue as part of our worship, we 
have been advised to refrain from corporate singing within the sanctuary. Singing 
has been shown to be an easy way to spread viruses. The Spirit still speaks 
through music, even when we can’t sing, so we invite you to listen – not just for 
the notes but for the voice of God singing through them.  

                                       

          Prelude 
 

  Greeting and Announcements 
 

Call To Worship ~8:30am 
Reader One: If we ever needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly know 
how to describe the year we have lived through. We hesitate to reflect on 
the mess around us in 2020. We are tired of hearing bad news.   
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear 
open the heavens and come down … To make your name known … so that 
nations might tremble at your presence.” So tear through the mess, O Lord, 
and come down to us again. We long to be hear the good news.  We need 
the hope that only you can give. 
Reader One: We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you 
can meet us, even in the mess of our world. Hope that you there is good 
news for us, though we feel we are lost. Let this light be the guide that 
brings us to Emmanuel once more. 
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

 

*Opening Worship 
    “People Look East”     #202 ~ 8:30am 

 “Blessed Be Your Name”       Rhythm of Grace   

 “Better is One Day”    Rhythm of Grace 

  

Opening Prayer ~ 8:30am 

Eternal God, in your providence you made all ages a preparation 

for the kingdom of your Son.  Make ready our hearts for the brightness of 

your glory and the fullness of your blessing in Jesus Christ our Lord.  In 

our Savior’s name we pray.   Amen. 

  Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

    Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 

          Ministry of Music  
    “Breath of Heaven (Mary’s Song)”         Piano ~ 8:30am 

    “Christmas Offering”             Rhythm of Grace 

                      

    Children’s Ministry Video 

 

           Scripture Lesson 
   Luke 1:5-23 

 

  Message 
    “Unbelievably Good News” 

   Pastor Keith,  Preaching 

        

*Closing Hymn 

      “Blessed Be The God Of Israel”     #209 ~ 8:30am 

      “Every Move I Make”      Rhythm of Grace 

 

             

                                    *Dismissal with Blessing 
                                             *Postlude 
 

*Offering will not be collected by passing plates. If you brought tithes or 

offerings to give, there are tables with baskets and plates set around the 
sanctuary where you can bring your gift to.   

 

The advent candles we are using this season are in loving memory of  
Cameron & Brad Torick, by Gary and Sherry Torick 

 

Welcome! We appreciate you joining us for Sunday worship at 

Bakerstown United Methodist . We hope you experience God’s presence 
and love in our midst.  



Poinsettia Order Form—Deadline Dec. 6 

YOU can help decorate the church for the Advent Season, and enjoy your flowers for Christmas!  
Consider your purchase in memory of a loved one, to honor someone, or simply to the Glory of 

God this joyous season.   

Fill out the form below, and include with your payment.  Place in the offering plate during 
worship service or give to the church office.  You may also mail in your order form through 
December 6th.  Checks should be made payable to Bakerstown UMC with Poinsettia in the 

memo line  

 

 

     
 
 
Name: ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________Email:__________________________ 
 
Please complete below how you would like it to appear in the                       
bulletins on December 20th and 24th. 
 
    Please order me:     (mark the amount on the line) 
 ___ Red        x 8.00 = ________       

 ___ White    x 8.00 = ________ 

 ___ Marble    x 8.00 = ________  
   

�  Given in loving memory of… __________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________________ 

� *Given in honor of… ________________________________________                       

_________________________________________________________  

� *Given to the Glory of God    ____________________________________ 

   

By ____________________________________________________________ 

COST—$8.00 each, 6 inch pots, with five to eight flowers 
     

An Advent Bible Study 
Sundays at 9:45 A.M. in the Large Fellowship Hall 

November 29; December 6, 13 and 20, 2020 
 

If you have not heard yet, Pastor Alyce loves the Grinch!  Since she was a 
little girl, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” has been her favorite Christmas 
special.  Someone once asked her how such a nice person could love the 
mean, old Grinch.  Her answer was, “It’s the end of the story that matters.  
We all want to be judged by the end of our story and not the beginning!” 

 

She is inviting you to explore with her important biblical/faith themes that 
arise in the beloved story:  
  November 29: Bitterness 

  December 6: Revenge/Sin 

  December 13: Forgiveness/Transformation 

  December 20: Reconciliation 

 

Of course, we’ll watch some clips from the original classic – and Pastor 
Alyce is planning to wear some of her Grinch attire to inspire you to love the 
Grinch, too!  
 

Prepare your hearts for Christmas and join in this fun and enlightening Bible 
Study!  All are welcome!   
 

Cry Room Update: beginning, Sunday, November 8th the cry room will be 
open during each service for one family to use on a first come first served 
basis.  
 

In order to use it, you MUST contact the church office, by 10am on Thurs-
day,  lstafura@bakerstownumc.org or 724-443-3184,  with the time you want 
for that Sunday. I will place a note with the family name and time on the out-
side of the door for that week. You are responsible for bringing your own 
toys, books etc. as we have taken everything out of there.  
 

The Neighborhood Table | Dec. 3| Fellowship Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel UMC to provide 
meals to the Sharpsburg Community.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at BUMC starting at 
2:30 PM. The meals are then transported to Sharpsburg and volunteers 
are  needed there to help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been 
a very rewarding ministry so far, so please consider volunteering by 
calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We all know that Christmas will be very different this year.  We are seeking 
to keep everyone safe.  We will be requiring reservations for our services with 
a modified schedule and an additional worship opportunity.   
 We will have a Christmas Eve Eve service on December 23rd at 7:30 PM.  

It will feature praise and worship music led by Pastor Matt and the band 
and close with candlelight.   

 On Christmas Eve, we will have a family service at 4:30 PM with praise 
and worship music led by Pastor Matt, video features, gift bags for the 
children present and glowsticks!   

 We will have a traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service with the 
Glory Ringers at 7 PM and another traditional candlelight service at 9 
PM.   

 

We will be taking reservations to maintain social distancing when we are 
seated.  You can reserve your spot by registering on the church website, 
www.bakerstownumc.org or calling the church office, 724-443-3184 or 
emailing me, lstafura@bakerstownumc.org  
Space for each service will be limited, so you may be asked to move to a dif-
ferent time. If a service does not receive an adequate number of reservations 

we reserve the right to cancel it and ask you to move to another service.  
 

For your safety, bulletins will be on tables in the narthex and candles will be 
in the pews prior to the service. We will be wearing masks.  Everyone will 
need to take their candles (or glowsticks) and bulletins home with them at the 
end of the worship service.    
 

We are confident that this plan will work but we need your help.  Volunteers 
are needed to help with cleaning between services and to set up for the next 
service.  We will also need additional people to serve as ushers to help light 
the candles of those seated in the congregation. 
 

Christmas will be different this year, but we will still be celebrating the birth 
of Jesus!  With everyone’s help and cooperation, we will be able to experi-
ence the joy, love and peace the Christ child brings. 
 

 

**Masks are to be worn at all times. If you cannot wear a mask because of a 
medical condition only remove it when you are 6 feet or more from others.  
 

**Pastor Keith will remove his mask while leading worship and preaching 
when there is no one in the chancel area. This is to help in communicating.  
 

 

Our services are being live streamed and as we continue to upgrade and im-
prove our online worship experience, there may be times where you may be in 
different photos or videos. If you are not comfortable having your image 
online there are OPT OUT forms in the narthex and south entrance.  
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2020 


