
From the Pastor's Desk  
 
 
Dear Friends 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!  As we continue our journey through the craziness of 2020, it has become ob-
vious to most of us that our holidays will not be as they always have been.  Some families are not gathering for 
Thanksgiving as they usually have.  The realization has set in that Christmas will also be altered.  The tradi-
tional parties and concerts have been postponed.  Extended family members have decided not to return home 
for the holidays.  It appears like the Covid Grinch has stolen Christmas this year! 
 

Since Pastor Alyce is leading an Advent study of Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” for us this 
year, you might have guessed I would reference the story in this space.  She will be discussing the redemption 
of the Grinch.  In other words, she will be examining the change that took place in his life and the transfor-
mation that can take place in our lives.  I see another message in the story appropriate for 2020. 
 

You may recall the Grinch stole all the Christmas decorations and food from Whos’ houses.  He took the loot 
to the top of Mount Crumpit.  He thought he had succeeded in his attempt to stop the holiday from arriving.  A 
very surprising thing happened.  The Grinch expected to hear sounds of sadness coming from Whoville.  He 
thought there would be weeping and gnashing of teeth over the loss of their stuff.  Instead, he heard the Whos 
singing joyously as they did every year.  The whole town of Whoville was singing their Christmas song.  He 
did not stop Christmas from coming! 
 

This was something that the Grinch found amazing.  In the words of Dr. Suess: “He HADN'T stopped Christ-
mas from coming! It came!  Somehow or other, it came just the same!  And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet ice
-cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling: "How could it be so?" "It came without ribbons! It came with-
out tags!" "It came without packages, boxes or bags!"  And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore. 
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!  "Maybe Christmas," he thought, "doesn't come from a 
store."  "Maybe Christmas perhaps means a little bit more!" 

 

As Christians, we already know what the Grinch discovered at the end of the story.  Christmas means more 
than the festivities, the gifts, and the decorations. It is the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  It is the day to think 
about the ways God is with us.  It is a season to hear again 
the good news of Christ’s love come to earth in the form of a 
humble baby.  We need to remember, in a year when our cel-
ebrations differ from the past, the message has not changed.  
Nothing can stop the power of the Christ of Christmas from 
transforming hearts and lives – not the Grinch, not a virus, 
not anything!   
 

Christmas Blessings,  
Pastor Keith 
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Hanging of the Greens, Friday, November 27th at 
4:00pm We would like to welcome everyone  to help 
trim the church for the coming Christmas season. We 
need men to assemble the trees and others who enjoy 
decorating. Come on out and have fun decorating and 
fellowshipping with others.  
 
Advent Season begins on Sunday, December 1st 
Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which 
many Christians make themselves ready for the com-
ing, or birth of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Celebrating    
Advent typically involves a season of prayer, fasting 
and repentance, followed by anticipation, hope and 
joy. Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by 
thanking God for Christ's first coming to Earth as a 
baby, but also for his presence among us today 
through the Holy Spirit, and in preparation and antici-
pation of his final coming at the end of time. 
 

 

The Redemption of the Grinch – and Us! 
An Advent Bible Study 

Sundays at 9:45 A.M. in the Large Fellowship Hall 
November 29; December 6, 13 and 20, 2020 

 

If you have not heard yet, 
Pastor Alyce loves the 
Grinch!  Since she was a lit-
tle girl, “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas” has been 
her favorite Christmas spe-
cial.  Someone once asked 
her how such a nice person 
could love the mean, old 
Grinch.  Her answer was, 
“It’s the end of the story that 

matters.  We all want to be judged by the end of our 
story and not the beginning!” 

 

She is inviting you to explore with her important bib-
lical/faith themes that arise in the beloved story:  
  November 29: Bitterness 

  December 6: Revenge/Sin 

  December 13: Forgiveness/
Transformation 

  December 20: Reconciliation 

 

Of course, we’ll watch some clips from the original 
classic – and Pastor Alyce is planning to wear some 
of her Grinch attire to inspire you to love the Grinch, 
too!  

 

Prepare your hearts for Christmas and join in this fun 
and enlightening Bible Study!  All are welcome!   

The Neighborhood Table | Dec. 3| Fellowship Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel 
UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Communi-
ty.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at 
BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then trans-
ported to Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there 
to help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been a 
very rewarding ministry so far, so please consider 
volunteering by calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-

2847. 
 

 

Lighthouse Toy Bank Drive at 
Bakerstown UMC—Pick a pa-
per ornament from the Christ-
mas tree in the Narthex.  Bring 
back an unwrapped gift back 
under the tree, with your paper 
tag attached by December 6th  
 

The Toy Bank will be a little different this year! We 
will be hosting the Lighthouse Toy Bank on Saturday, 
December 12th 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1:00pm-5pm 
and on Monday, December 14th from 9:00am—

12:00pm and 1:00pm—4:00pm. Your donations are 
greatly appreciated.  It allows families in need to re-
ceive presents for Christmas for their chil-
dren.  ***Look for the angel tree before Thanksgiv-
ing***  We are always in need of younger teenager 
gifts...some suggestions for them are make-up, jewel-
ry, fishing rods and tackle boxes, hoodies (hooded 
sweatshirts), nerf toys, remote control helicopters/
airplanes/cars, etc.  **The Lighthouse is also giving 
out $25 gift cards for teenagers aged 16-18 this 
year, so if you would like to donate one, they'd ap-
preciate it.**  Thank you so much for all of your 
support! 
 

 

Do you shop online at Amazon for Christmas?  
Choose smile.amazon.com instead! At Amazon Smile 
you can opt to have your purchases support the Bak-
erstown UMC Mission Team. Just use the search fea-
ture to locate and select Bakerstown United Method-
ist Church as your charity.   
 

You can find the same products, prices, and shopping 
features you enjoy with your current Amazon ac-
count, and 0.5% of your purchase of eligible items 
will support our mission team!   
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Drive Thru Dinner Update:  Thanks continue to come in for the Drive Thru Dinner ministry.  This note was 
received from a grateful couple:   
 

Many thanks for a wonderful hot meal and awesome desserts.... It was so nice to pick up a home cooked meal 
and come home and enjoy it with a quiet evening and a movie.  Thank you for enduring a cold rainy afternoon 
to accommodate the community, also for the prayers.  Christ's love to you all. 
 

The Mission Team is committed to begin serving a monthly meal for The Lighthouse beginning in Janu-
ary.  This new ministry is being funded for the first year by The New Endeavor Fund.  What is needed to make 
this ministry viable is a complete team including a kitchen crew, a cleanup crew, and servers to manage the 
distribution of meals as we continue with the drive thru format.  Our vision is to be able to serve our neighbors 
in New Fellowship Hall whenever covid restrictions are lifted.  Our most significant need is for someone to 
head up the kitchen crew.  That person would work with the team that prepares and serves a monthly meal for 
The Neighborhood Table in Sharpsburg.  We envision The Lighthouse meal would be served the week follow-
ing TNT meal.  That would allow both teams to plan the same menu and do all the shopping at once.  If the 
Lord is calling you to participate in this new ministry in one capacity or another or if you have questions, 
please contact Carol Skolnik at cnikskol@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support! 
 

 

 

Thankful.  That is a word I hear and say so much this year.  The teachers are so thankful to be back having in 
person classes.  The parents are thankful to send their children to school and to see them learning and growing.  
The children are so happy and thankful to be together with their friends, playing, learning and discovering.  
We are all so thankful to be a ministry of Bakerstown United Methodist Church and for all of your prayers and 
support. 
 

We are often asked what supplies we need donated.  Below is a list of items we are currently running out of.   
Kleenex 

Uncoated Paper Plates 

Napkins 

Paper Towels 

Colored Copy Paper 
Disinfecting Table Wipes 

Small Bottles of Water 

Day School Chalkboard…. 

12/06 Phil Swisher 
12/08 Katie Mawhinney 

12/09 Owen Cramer 
12/09 Kim Zynn 

12/09 Ryan Cosgrove 

12/09 Paul Macik 

12/10 Pam Lunn 

12/10 Sheria Mason 

12/13 Julien Marentay 

12/17 Jeff Reynolds 

12/17 Jay Deer 
12/17 Annie Haselrig 

12/17 Matthew Sarver 

12/17 Todd Mankamyer 
12/19 Jonathan Ometz 

12/24 Troy Lunn 

12/24 Jamie Khambatta 

12/26 Tracey Rossi 
12/28 Phyllis Brown 

12/30 Loretta Irwin 

12/30 Alyce Weaver Dunn 

12/31 Jerry Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/11/2009 Chris &Tish Miller 
12/27/1986 Tim & Marcia Shipley 

12/27/1985 Randy & Maura Burd 

December  Birthday’s & Anniversaries 
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From the Prayer Corner -  A Prayer for Peace During the Christmas Season 

 

Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy and light, many of us are struggling with the 

heaviness of life—burdens that steal the joy right out of our Christmas stockings. This December our 

world is filled with a raging pandemic, crazy weather disasters striking at unsuspecting areas, job 

losses and economic fears, and social and racial unrest and pockets of violence popping up all over.  

Tragedy arrives as innocent victims suffer, and an inner voice whispers, “Be afraid!”  Celebrating 

Christmas will look so differently this year – with our masks and social distancing and inability to 

gather with family and friends – or to sing beloved Christmas carols during worship.  These 

“unprecedented times” are upsetting our peaceful homes and interrupting our lives. This life is hard, 

Lord, sometimes unbearable. We need your peace, Jesus. 

 

Lord, we still want to carol the wonderful message, huddled beneath winter caps on snow-covered 

porches, or from church sanctuaries, led by enthusiastic musicians and choir members. Yet we con-

fess that our hearts are too often filled with wonder of a different kind: wondering when the bills will 

be paid, when the Covid-19 virus will stop, when the social unrest will end, when can we safely re-

turn to work and to school,  when rest will come. Will it ever? Sometimes, Lord, we wonder - is the 

message still true? 

 

In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, Jesus, please stir up that Good News in us again. This 

Christmas, make it real in our hearts. Never have we needed Your joy and Your light and Your 

peace more than now. Thank You for the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the Word made flesh. Forgive 

us for forgetting—that Your love never changes, never fades, and that You never abandon the pur-

pose for which You came: to save us from our sinful condition, and to give us life eternal, the joy of 

relationship with a Holy God. Your birth—and Your death—sealed Your promise to us forever. 

Thank You for being the Prince of Peace, and we ask You for that supernatural peace to reign in our 

hearts. Thank You for the simple but life-changing message of Christmas - Your wondrous love for 

us. In Jesus' Precious and Wondrous Name we pray, Amen. 

      (portions taken from Crosswalk.com)  

 

“And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”       – Isaiah 9:6 
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COVID-19 UPDATE 

 

Recently, the Allegheny County Health Department issued a stay-at-home and stop social gatherings advisory.  
Our church council has met following this action and has decided to continue conducting public worship and 
small groups.  With our current practices of social distancing and mask wearing, we are confident that we can 
keep one another safe. Council also understands that we will move to all virtual services if the county or state 
declares a stay at home order or if other circumstances dictate such a move.  
 

Given the increase in Covid-19 case numbers, we also understand that more of our members will choose to stay 
at home and not participate in person.  We will continue to livestream worship and are regularly working to 
improve the technical quality of our services.  We will soon be installing new cameras to enhance the viewing 
experience.  We cherish you and your choices in this matter. 
 

Since the pandemic began in March, Pastor Keith has limited his visiting into homes and has complied with no 
visiting policies placed by hospitals and nursing homes.  Because of the current plea by health officials to limit 
guests in private residences, Pastor Keith will not be visiting in person, but will continue calling by phone to 
our home bound members.  When a pastoral care need arises, please feel free to contact the church office or 
Pastor Keith directly.   
 

Our church continues to flourish because of your financial support.  Thank you!  Our ministries have taken a 

different shape with increased mailings, e-mails and online presences.  While we all miss the personal contact 
and the former ways of doing things, we are still serving one another and the world with the life changing love 

of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

We all know that Christmas will be very different this year.  We are seeking to keep everyone safe.  We will be 
requiring reservations for our services with a modified schedule and an additional worship opportunity.   
 We will have a Christmas Eve Eve service on December 23rd at 7:30 PM.  It will feature praise and worship 

music led by Pastor Matt and the band and close with candlelight.   
 On Christmas Eve, we will have a family service at 4:30 PM with praise and worship music led by Pastor 

Matt, video features, gift bags for the children present and glowsticks!   
 We will have a traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service with the Glory Ringers at 7 PM and another 

traditional candlelight service at 9 PM.   
 

We will be taking reservations to maintain social distancing when we are seated.  You can reserve your spot by 
registering on the church website, www.bakerstownumc.org or calling the church office, 724-443-3184 or 
emailing me, lstafura@bakerstownumc.org Space for each service will be limited, so you may be asked to 
move to a different time. If a service does not receive an adequate number of reservations we reserve the right 
to cancel it and ask you to move to another service.  
 

For your safety, bulletins will be on tables in the narthex and candles will be in the pews prior to the service. 
We will be wearing masks.  Everyone will need to take their candles (or glowsticks) and bulletins home with 
them at the end of the worship service.    
 

We are confident that this plan will work but we need your help.  Volunteers are needed to help with cleaning 
between services and to set up for the next service.  We will also need additional people to serve as ushers to 
help light the candles of those seated in the congregation. 
 
Christmas will be different this year, but we will still be celebrating the birth of Jesus!  With everyone’s help 
and cooperation, we will be able to experience the joy, love and peace the Christ child brings. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2020 



Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Matthew Scott 

Associate Pastor 
mscott@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 

rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 

 
 

Staff: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

October Financial Report 
 
                     October 2020      YTD October 2020   YTD October 2019 

Donations      $31,249.00          $404,317.37              $377,687.81 

Expenses       $28,953.17          $382,558.34              $344,012.77 

 

Hello Church Family... 
It's a time to give thanks...even though we might not feel too thankful.  I am thankful to all of 
you for the way you show love and support for your church and it's ministry.  Without you all 
we could not still continue to show God's love to our community. 
If you have any questions, please give me a call.  Kay Cramer, Financial Secretary  724-443-

2847. 

I will be out of the office December 22nd - 
January 3rd.. I will return to the office on 
Monday, January 4th. If you would like 
anything in the January newsletter, 
please have it to me by December 15th.  
Bulletin articles for  December 20th , De-
cember 27th, and January 3rd are due  
Monday, December 21st.  Thank you. Lora 
Stafura ~ Office Administrator  

***This is a reminder from Financial Secretary, Kay Cramer:*** Contri-
butions for the year 2020 will be accepted until Sunday, January 3, 2021. 
All checks must be dated for 2020 and in Kay Cramer’s hand by Sunday, 
January 3, 2021. If you have any questions, please give Kay a call at 724-

443-2847. *** 

 

Once again we are going to have the offering envelopes for 2021 available in the narthex. Look for the 
envelopes to appear soon. If you have any questions, you can always call me. Kay Cramer, Financial 
Secretary 724-443-2847. 
 


