
From the Pastor's Desk  
 
So Abram went, as the L��� had told him… He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they 
had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and 
they arrived there.   Genesis 12:5-6 

 

I am discovering a deep resonance with the story of Abraham (in chapter 12 he still goes by his old 
name Abram) and his call by God to the land of Canaan. There are details in this story that can be reread into 
the story that God is unfolding in my life and that of Rachel and our children. We, like Abraham, are being 
called to a new place. We, like Abraham, need to gather our family together to get ready to move. We, like 
Abraham, have to do the execrable work of taking with us, “all the possessions they had accumulated.” (I won-
der if Abraham would have needed as many cardboard boxes as we do to accomplish this!).  

 

In a much more profound sense, the story of Abraham resonates deeper than the practical experiences 
of moving to a new location but in that most challenging of experiences in faith: the experience of trust. Abra-
ham trusted God. Wherever God was telling Abraham to go, even to a land where he would be an utter 
stranger to those around him, Abraham’s trust in God’s goodness and promises propelled him to take the risk.  

 

This is the way I am choosing to live into the experience before me. I know that Methodist pastors get 
moved regularly. It is part of the way our denomination organizes the life and leadership of the church. Our 
longest tenured members of Bakerstown UMC have lived through these pastoral changes many times. But for 
Rachel and I, this is a moment for us to live into our trust in God, rather than just acquiescence to the practical 
realities of pastoral appointments.  

 

We trust that God, in His goodness and promises to us, has things in store for us on the other side.  We 
believe that God has things prepared ahead of us that will both challenge and reshape us so that we might trust 
and love God all the more. We are seeing open up before us, in our immediate future, a place where our faith 
will grow.  We hold to this not as a faint expectation but a firm hope. We have this confidence because we 
have seen in our lives how God has been faithfully gracious, loving, and good in so many places in our past. 
And we expect God to be the same when He tells us to go to a new place.  

 

Trusting God, however, is not an experience just for the pastor who moves on to a new location. You 
can have an Abraham experience without having to change your address. The church always has the opportuni-
ty before it to say, “we will trust in God and the new places God is calling us toward.”  

 

For Rachel and I, that is our prayer for Bakerstown UMC as we end our combined 16 years of work 
with this church that we love so deeply. In the past several years, we have prayed that God would bring fresh 
winds of the Holy Spirit to this congregation. We have asked that God would put before you a calling that, out 
of trust for Him, you would say, “yes!” Because we believe that God has things prepared before you that will 
challenge and reshape this congregation to experience, in more profound ways, the love, faithfulness, and 
goodness of God. 

 

The question left before you is, “are you willing to take that risk?” Do trust that God has more prom-
ised before you as a congregation? Do you believe God is leading you to the next place for Bakerstown UMC? 
And are you willing to do what it takes to get there? Deep down, I know the heart of this congregation is to say 
‘yes’ to these questions. Not just from my sense of things, but from what you have said in the past.  

 

Continued…  
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Recently, I was cleaning out our sound booth in the sanctuary in preparation for my move. While up 
there, I found hidden away a speech from 2001. It was written for the occasion of the inauguration of the new 
sanctuary. In the words written on the page, you can feel the excitement of the moment. The church was just 
about to reap the benefits of a bold move to expand this church complex. It was a move that required a lot of 
prayer, finances, and trust. God had called you to a new place, you had said yes, and you were experiencing 
the joy of it.  The final words of that speech were so powerful in their tone, I thought you should be reminded 
of them. The final words were these:  

 

“We know this: we celebrate and cherish our past and, like our predecessors in this church, we will not 
be afraid of change or things that are new. With joy, we will embrace our future proclaiming the never-
ending love and grace of Jesus Christ. This is Bakerstown United Methodist Church!” 

 

God has new things in store for you! God is calling you to new places. So do not be afraid! Rather, in 
joy and abiding trust move forward in God’s calling. Head for the promised land. This is our prayer and hope 
for you.  

In Christ’s holy love,  

 

 

Staff Parish Relations Committee News 

 

Pastor Luke’s ministry here at Bakerstown UMC comes to a close on June 30th.  Miss Rachel will continue to 
serve as our Children’s Ministry Director through the completion of Vacation Bible School on July 24th.  If 
this were a normal year, we would be able to gather with a meal and gathering, which would provide oppor-
tunity for us to share together how their ministries have impacted us personally.  Since we will not have that 
type of experience, we would encourage you to send cards and notes of appreciation to Luke and Rachel 
Whipple, 4112 Lee Road, Gibsonia, PA 15044. 
 

Your Staff Parish Relations Committee continues to work on filling the void in our program areas with the 
Whipples’ departure. We ask for your prayers as we work our process and look forward to what God has in 
store for us!  
 

Covid-19 Response Update 

As we continue to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic, Pastor Keith has been saying, “Adjust, readjust and ad-
just again.”  It really feels like that is what we have been doing everywhere including here at Bakerstown Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  We closed our building to meetings and activities as our state entered the “Red Phase.”  
We went to relying on print and e-mail correspondence.  We held meetings and small group via Zoom.  We 
have been posting devotional videos to our website, You Tube and Facebook.  Along the way we adjusted by 
adding lay devotions and music to our weekly routine. 
 

On May15th our county moved into the “Yellow Phase.”  Our building continues to be closed for small groups 
and meetings until further notice. We readjusted by preparing add a “Drive-In Worship” experience, which 
began on May 24th.  We will continue worshipping that way until our region moves into the “Green Phase” 
AND when appropriate adjustment have been made.  We will adjust again!   
 

Our church leadership has been doing a great job with keeping us all safe and working within the parameters 
set by our government officials.  We are doing our best at keeping you informed.  These are ever changing 
times and we are adjusting accordingly.  We hope that you will watch your mail, inbox, the church’s website 
and Facebook page for details.  Please stay tuned for details as they become available! 



June Birthday’s and Anniversaries 
06/01Christine Negley 
06/02 Jared Sutter 
06/04 Mary Jo Knochel 
06/04 Brian Brandt 
06/04 Sharon Platt 
06/04 Rebekah Shipley 
06/04 Paul McLeister 
06/05 Donna Artz 
06/05 Olivia Shipley 
06/06 Tim Shipley 
06/07 Ken Perriello 
06/08 Karen Naeser 
06/11 La Verne Brandt 
06/11 Kayden Cosgrove 
06/13 Katie Scalise 
06/14 Mary Pouchot 
06/14 Sherry Torick 
06/15 Naomi Gneiting 
06/15 John Humenik 
06/16 Pamela Reynolds 
06/16 Madge Clayton 
06/17 Sue Callenberg 
06/18 Bob Grier 
06/19 Bennett Zynn 

06/21 Ginny Campbell 
06/21 Charles Hull 
06/22 Marie Hopper 
06/22 Randy Burd 
06/22 Philip Ladesic 
06/23 Barbara McMaster 
06/23 Makayla Himes 
06/25 Keith Dunn 
06/28 Dan Pouchot 
06/29 Reed Campbell 
06/29 Matthew Staub 
06/29 Trenton Mason 
06/30 Marge Kirkpatrick 
 
 

 

06/04/1988 Keith Dunn & Alyce Weaver Dunn 
 
06/07/1974 Jim & Karen Lee 
 
 06/13/1981 Scott & Linda Ashworth 
 
06/15/1957 Frank & Fran Sutton 
 
06/15/1974 John & Kathy Cleary 
 
06/17/2006 Joshua & Lisa Banjak 
 
06/18/2011 Ryan & Brittanie Cosgrove 
 
06/22/1973 Robin & Evelyn Dick 
 
06/22/1985 Doug & Becky Kyle 
 
06/22/1991 Bob & Mary Jo Knochel 
 
06/24/1967 John & Alice Berkner 
 
06/24/1978 David & Sally Borland 
 
06/24/2017 Paul & Katelyn Macik 

A Note from the Finance Team 
Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 
Just a quick note from the Finance Team to say thank you for your prayers, acts of service and your financial gifts.  We 
know these are unprecedented times and the generosity of our congregation is a true blessing from God.  
 
As prudent stewards of the church’s funds, our Finance Team was able to ‘recharacterize” our loan on the new parsonage 
and lower our interest rate substantially.  Our savings is over $82 a month and just shy of $10,000 over the next ten 
years.   
 
We did apply for the governments Payment Protection Program (PPP) loan and was fortunate to receive these 
funds.  This loan program covers expenses such as payroll costs, utilities, and taxes for approximately eight weeks.  Skip 
Lancaster our Treasurer went above and beyond to provide the necessary documentation for this endeavor.  The PPP has 
provided additional flexibility to our finances and we will be applying for loan forgiveness in late June.  The help of the 
Finance Committee, Trustees & Church Council is appreciated. 
 
The Western PA United Methodist Conference also reached out and helped each of the congregations with the costs of 
clergy healthcare during this pandemic.  We are truly blessed. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to give me a call (412.952.6622) or email (lcbarrett@zoominternet.net). 
 
Thanks again for your continuous and gracious giving, 
 
God Bless, 
Lake 



From the Prayer Corner - Prayers as Praise 

We all know the world seems crazy right now. As we face a global pandemic together, replete with worry, job 

loss, school closings, both sides of the political aisle arguing and blaming, fears for our health and the health of 

our loved ones, and more...our hearts can feel heavy and burdened.  

 

But, although it may feel strange, the most important thing we can do right now, or in the middle of any cri-

sis, is to praise God. 

 

Psalm 18:1 tells us the heavens declare the glory of God, the skies display His craftsmanship. It says day after 

day they speak, and night after night they make Him known. This season of Spring also declares God’s glory in 

the beauty of nature coming alive again.  Our greatest strength in times of uncertainty is God. So, to find free-

dom from anxiety, stress, worry, and feeling overwhelmed, we can begin our prayers by praising things we 

know to be true of God.  Plus - Scripture tells us repeatedly to PRAISE GOD!! 

 

Surely we all have our own personal lists of things we can praise God for – He is our Father, our Creator, our 

Rock and our Refuge; He is our Healer, our Comforter, our Shepherd and our Guide. But here are some specifics 

from scripture: 

 

Praise God for His glory and might. (1 Chronicles 16:28) 

Praise God for His wisdom and power. (Daniel 2:20) 

Praise God for Jesus. (Ephesians 1:6) 

Praise God for His unfailing love. (Isaiah 63:7) 

Praise God for His peace.  (I Kings 8:56)  

 

God’s Word says that He inhabits the praises of His people (Psalm 22:3 KJV).  It’s amazing to think that God, in 

all His fullness, inhabits and dwells in our praises of Him.  When times are difficult, and someone asks, “Where 

is God in this situation?”, we can know that God is found in our praises.  Offer praises to Him in your prayers 

today! 

    (Portions taken from an article by Anne Peterson, Crosswalk.com) 
 

Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdambach@consolidated.net, or 
Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be emailed to you. Occasionally we also 
have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Prayer Corner…. 



Day School Chalkboard 
The Day School has had an unusual end to our school year due to the covid-19 pandemic.  In the middle of 
March we left our classrooms for the weekend expecting to return the following week.  We said our normal 
goodbyes to the children and other teacher but not our end of the year goodbyes.  We didn’t get to hold each 
precious child and tell them how amazing they have been all year and how proud we are of them and how 
much we will miss them but can’t wait to see all that God will do in their lives.  We just left for the day.  Ex-
pecting to come back.  Classrooms sit empty in mid action.  Calendars still read Friday, March 13, frozen in 
time.  Our teachers didn’t miss a beat.  The following Monday, each teacher was sending out lessons plans via 
email and quickly learned how to use Zoom to teach classes over the computer.  We are so blessed to have the 
amazing Day School staff that we do.  The families who send their children are equally as amazing as our 
staff.  The support we have from the wonderful church members and staff is such a blessing.  Thank you all; 
please keep us in your prayers as we look to opening up in the Fall. 
 

Please enjoy our virtual Kindergarten Art Show by clicking on the link below.  
 

 The Kindergarteners had to do the last 2 months of creating masterpieces at home with their families and 
those creations are not featured here.  Link for Kindergarten Art Show:   https://bakerstownumc-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/director_bakerstownumc_org/EaWHAiBg1wZFpiHbHqMbQ-

MBKFF4d5QV19Nauy0bi4oCHA?e=xzdFK7  
 

Vacation Bible School — July 20-24th 

 
We are still be having VBS! Stay tuned for more details coming soon!  
 
 Let us keep looking to Jesus. He is the one who started this journey of faith. And 
he is the one who completes the journey of faith. Hebrews 12:2 
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                   April 2020          YTD April 2020         YTD April 2019 

Donations:  $69,274.75         $180,597.29                $150,800.57 

Expenses:   $79,982.61         $182,261.40                 $137,055.62 

 

Hello Church Family...lots has been happening since we saw each other face to face.  Thank 
you for your faithful support of the church, either mailing in your donations, or setting up 
donations thru your bank or via our church website.  During April we received another dona-
tion for the new sound system.  And also had an expense for it paid in April.   
 

That is why our figures are high for income and expenses.  Not in the figures above is the amount our church 
received for the payroll protection program.  We were fortunate that our Finance people were on top of that 
when funds were made available from the government.  All of our bills were paid in April.  Nothing was fund-
ed to our savings for the Major Project Fund nor the Future Endeavor Fund.  Any questions, call me.  Kay 
Cramer, financial secretary  724-443-2847 

 

2020 High School Graduates 
 
Jake Meuschke 

Pine Richland High School 
Will be attending Indiana University 

 

Cooper Jarosz 

Pine Richland High School 
Will be attending Community College of Allegheny County 

 

Jake Holder 

Mars Area High School 
Pittsburgh Technical College 

 

Abby Baratka 

Pine Richland High School 
Will be attending Washington Jefferson 

 

2020 College Graduate 
 
Tommy Waite 

Graduated from Liberty University with a Creative Arts Major 
in film making 


