
From the Pastor's Desk  
 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;” 

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus! The book of Ecclesiastes teaches us that there is a time for every mat-
ter under heaven.  There is a meaning to life’s rhythm even if we do not completely understand it.  We 
may not fully comprehend what is happening, but God does.  
 

We go on to read that there is a time to be born and a time to die.  Life is filled with beginnings and 
endings.  As United Methodists, we are reminded that there is a time for pastors to come to a church 
and a time for them to move to the next setting God is leading them to serve.   
 

We have experienced this difficult reality at Bakerstown as we said goodbye to Pastor Luke at the end 
of June.  Rachel’s tenure as our Children’s Ministry Director will conclude with Vacation Bible 
School on July 24th.  There is a mixture of emotions that accompany this goodbye.  We are sad that 
the Whipples will not be a regular part of the ministry here.  We are thankful for the positive influence 
they have been in our lives.  We are hopeful for the ways they will be used in their new ministry ap-
pointment. 
 

This summer we find ourselves in an interim season.  One of the unique features of United Methodism 
is that pastors are appointed by the bishop, which means one’s tenure ends June 30th and the next be-
gins on July 1st.  That is precisely how it was two years ago when I became senior pastor at Bak-
erstown.  Your Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee decided some time ago not to receive another 
Associate pastor appointed by the bishop.  They felt that the ministry needs of our church would best 
be met by hiring staff who have the gifts needed for those program ministry roles. 
 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee and I began a process of discerning what some of those needs 
are.  We needed someone who could lead our praise team, help us grow in our mission emphases, sup-
port our youth ministry, and provide some pastoral assistance to our senior pastor.  Praise God we 
have found such a person! 
 

Rev. Matthew Scott has been hired as our new Associate Pastor beginning September 1st.  Pastor Matt 
is entering his senior year at United Seminary.  He has been endorsed by the Board of Ordained Min-
istry to become a provisional member of our Annual Conference as a Deacon.  Deacons in the United 
Methodist Church are ordained to serve as a bridge between the church and the world.  Elders like me 
are called to lead and order the church.  Unlike elders, deacons are not deployed by the bishop but are 
able to find their own employment, which then the bishop appoints them to serve.   
 

Continued……. 
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Building Updates 
 

On June 14th those of us who felt comfortable doing so returned to our sanctuary for worship.  There 
were two major things that happened while we were away.  First, there is a new sound system in the 
sanctuary.  Please be patient with us as we are still adjusting to the technology.  You should have a bet-
ter listening experience as we move forward.    Second, the roof on the entire building has been re-
placed.  In a few weeks, the shingles on the sanctuary steeple will be replaced.  During this final phase 
of the project, the steeple on our former sanctuary will be removed, the area will be shingled. 
 

The two projects were the result of several years of planning by church leadership.  The biggest bless-

ing of all is that we did not need to ask for donations or borrow money to make this happen.  The sound 

system was donated through designated giving.  The roof was paid by the Major Project Fund.  This is 
a line item in the budget, which enables us to save for these types of projects.  We also received a ma-

jor financial gift at the end of last year, which was added for this purpose.  Praise God from whom all 

blessings flow!  

Your Staff Parish Relations Committee has spent countless hours in prayer and in meetings to get to 
the place where we have hired Pastor Matt.  The focus now turns to discerning the best way to meet 
ministry needs of our children and their families.  Please join me in praying for God to lead us as we 
create this position and find the right person for this ministry.   
 
There is a time to begin and a time to end.  Our Christian faith reminds us that there is a time to begin 
again.  In this unique time of interim ministry as we await the new beginnings, let us do so with prayer 
and in hope of what God has in store for our church, our communities, and our world. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Keith 
 

                                  Pastor Matthew Scott 
 

Matthew Scott was born and raised in Ebensburg, where he graduated from 

Cambria Heights High School in 2011. He then went to Basic Training fol-

lowed by the Army School of Music, where he completed his training in De-
cember of 2011. He still serves in the PA National Guard band where he just 

hit his 9-year anniversary. Matt then graduated from Slippery Rock Univer-

sity with a degree in music. While attending college, he was called to serve 

God by leading worship and mission teams through the local church. He is 
about a year away from graduation from United Theological Seminary and is 

anxious to begin working full-time in the church, serving to connect the 

church and world together. 

  
Matt married his high school sweetheart Alyssa in 2017. They enjoy spending time together and with 

their three dogs. Matt likes to be outdoors and connects to God through nature. He likes to kayak,  

canoe, fish and hunt. He also enjoys playing and teaching guitar. 
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From the Prayer Corner – Luke 18:1 – “Never lose heart!” 
 

“Then Jesus told His disciples a parable to show that they must always pray and never lose heart.” 
 

A magazine cartoon has a little fellow kneeling beside his bed for his bedtime prayer and saying with 
some measure of disgust, “Dear God, Uncle Jim still doesn’t have a job; Sis still doesn’t have a date 
for the social; Grandma is still feeling sick – and I’m tired of praying for this family and not getting 
results!”  Praying was a problem for this little fellow and he isn’t alone. Prayer is a problem for many 
modern people too. 
 

If it wasn’t a problem, then why do we find it so hard to take prayer seriously and to set time aside 
everyday to spend with God in prayer?  If we really believe that God is a God of love, forgiveness, 
compassion and gentleness; that He can change us, that He can heal broken lives and restore severed 
relationships, then we would really be serious about praying to Him. In fact, if we really believed this 
then nothing would be able to keep us from praying. 
 

But the problem is that too often our earnestness and sincerity in prayer give way to discouragement. 
And we lose heart, and we simply give up. 
 

If you think that this is a particularly modern problem, think again. It was also an issue back in Jesus’ 
day and so Jesus teaches his disciples about prayer through parables and words of encouragement.  
Earlier in Luke’s Gospel, one of the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord teach us to pray” (11:1). It’s not that 
this disciple had never prayed before but that he had seen something different in the way Jesus prayed 
and wanted to learn more. Jesus obliges and gives us what we know as the Lord’s Prayer as a kind of 
model prayer.  In Luke 18 we hear Jesus’ teaching about prayer again – and His answer to the ques-
tion on how to endure is, Pray! Pray! Pray!  And don't grow weary of praying.  Jesus is saying, ‘Take 
heart. Don’t give up praying just because the times are hard.  Just keep on praying’. 
 

‘Keep on praying!’ Why? Because of the relationship that we have with our Father.   
 

Keep on praying because He is good and gracious and kind. 
 

Keep on praying even if the whole situation looks hopeless in our eyes. 
 

Keep on praying because He loves us and is waiting to answer our prayers in a way that will be for 
our benefit. 
 

Keep on praying because we have a God who is willing and waiting to hear from us, and who wants to 
apply His loving answer to every request we bring to Him. 
 

Sometimes we may doubt, we may be angry, we may be upset, we may question “why?” but know 
that He is always ready to listen. He loves you!  So pray, and do not lose heart. 
 

(Portions taken from an article by Pastor Vince Gerhardy) 
 

Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdam-
bach@consolidated.net, or Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be 
emailed to you. Occasionally we also have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank 
you! 

 

Prayer Corner…. 
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Sunday Worship: If you aren’t ready to attend in person worship, we are now live streaming 
our worship service on our Facebook page. If you don’t have Facebook, you can find the Sun-
day Service posted on our website wwwbakerstownumc.org on Monday morning.  

Vacation Bible School — July 20-24th 
 

This Summer is a “Hybrid VBS” An opening and closing ceremony will happen 
here at the church. Crafts, lessons and music will be “take home”. Sign up on the 
church website www.bakerstownumc.org. for either a 9am or 10am spot.  

Operation Christmas Child: A project of Samaritan’s Purse 
 

During recent conversations with Samaritan's Purse headquartered in the Carolinas I was in-
formed that this Children's Ministry will proceed this year as usual.  
 

OCC helps children aged 2-12 who are suffering due to disease, war, famine or natural disas-
ters where they live. Our donations show these children as well as their families, friends and 
neighbors the joy of the love of God.  
 

Toys, school supplies, small tools, small toys, clothing, accessories, paper back books (that 
will fit in a shoe box), and personal care items make great gifts. As these are feely given and 
received many lives are changed. 
 

So, as we are once again able to be out shopping, let’s think of these children. Now that the 
church is now open, you can bring your gifts and place them in the designated OCC box in the 
Narthex.   
Blessings, Verna Feather 

https://www.bakerstownumc.org/
https://www.bakerstownumc.org/
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July & August Birthday’s  
07/02 Russ Callenberg 

07/03 Carol Skolnik 

07/03 Jane Ditmore 

07/06 Evelyn Dick 

07/06 Evangeline Whipple 

07/06 Chelsea Amick 

07/07 Sam Cramer 

07/09 Pat Hart  

07/09 Denise Staub 

07/09 John Berkner         

07/10 Dorothy Miller 

07/10 Kathleen Meuschke 

07/11 Dan Himes 

07/12 Louise Wu 

07/15 Teresa Nucci 

07/20 Caleb Stevens 

07/20 Josh Banjak 

07/21 Leslie Olson 

07/21 Brock Leasure 

07/23 Joan Donaldson 

07/23 John Staub 

07/24 Richard Sieman 

07/26 Dorothy Sarver 

07/26 Bonnie Baird 

07/27 Jodi Miller 

07/27 Parvez Khambatta 

07/28 Dick Bartlebaugh 

07/28 Carol Redman 

07/29 Katelyn Macik 

07/30 Frank Wood 

07/30 Michael Matty 

07/30 Heather Detar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/01 Jacob Meuschke 

08/02 Wes Shipley 

08/02 Lora Stafura 

08/03 Liam Kennah 

08/03 Izzy Banjak 

08/06 Martha Negley 

08/06 Cindy Rice 

08/06 Pamm Holcomb  

08/06 Shannon Sworden,  

08/06 Heather Ladesic 

08/08 Darrick Brown 

08/08 Robert Ladesic 

08/10 Brad Kyle 

08/12 Zach Meuschke  

08/12 Bob Knochel 

08/13 Lori Waite 

08/13 Palmer Holcomb 

08/13 Joyce Chalfant 

08/15 Mike Justus 

08/16 Louise Himes 

08/17 Jennifer Vulhop 

08/18 Eric Olson 

08/19 Allisa Negley 

08/19 John Matty 

08/19 Bob Rodgers 

08/21 Braden Sutter 

08/23 Lisa Banjak 

08/25 Katelyn Humenik 

08/26 Janet Allaman 

08/27 Keith Irwin 

08/29 Alana McGrath 

08/30 Joseph Knochel 

08/31 Micah Lowell 

08/31 Brittanie Cosgrove 

 
 

July 
07/03/2009 Greg & Sheria Mason 

07/05/1980 Dan & Mary Pouchot 

07/07/1973 Wilson & Marlene Haller 

07/08/2006 Doug & Lindsey Soxman 

07/08/2000 Rich & Tahnee Hines 

07/12/1997 Paul & Laurie McLeister 

07/20/1974 Reed & Ginny Campbell 

07/25/1987 Greg & Jane Ditmore 

07/25/2002 Darrick & Heather Brown 

07/31/1976 Bob & Denise Grier 

07/31/2004 Jaison & Becky Rinker 

 

 

August 
08/01/1998 John & Jen Humenik 

08/01/2011 Micah & Katie Lowell 

08/02/1975 Robert & Gayle Santillo 

08/03/1985 Rich & Patti Kenzie 

08/08/1969 Don & Janet Allaman, Sr. 

08/10/2013 Luke & Rachel Whipple 

08/12/2006 Andrew & Heather Detar 

08/13/2011 Mike  & Emily Acquavita 

08/16/2014 Aaron & Amy Jewitt 

08/17/1997 Phil & Stephanie Swisher 

08/18/1973 John & Debbie Brumberg 

08/21/1976 Bernard & Jayne Cain 

08/27/1955 Dave & Dorothy Sarver 

08/28/1982 Roger & Kay Cramer 

 

July & August Anniversaries 
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Covid-19 Green Phase Ministry Update 
 
In the month of June, the state of Pennsylvania moved from the “Yellow” to the “Green” phase 
of Covid-19 pandemic response.  Bakerstown United Methodist Church is adjusting to minis-
try life in the “Green Phase.”  If you have been worshiping with us, you know we are main-
taining appropriate social distance, wearing our face masks and sanitizing surfaces and our 
hands.  Our complete guidelines for worship were distributed in early June and are available 
on our website.  We are doing our best to keep each other safe. 
 
Moving forward in the “Green Phase,” we will be adhering to the following practices.  Our 
committees will continue to meet via Zoom video conferencing.  When possible, small groups 
will meet outside.  If there is a need to meet indoors, the small and large fellowship hall will be 
used to ensure appropriate social distancing.  We will have plenty of hand sanitizer and clean-
ing materials available.  We will encourage the wearing of masks inside our building. Each 
group will be responsible for sanitizing the space they use and keeping a list of those that at-
tend so we can have proper contact tracing.  
 
There are a few things that we will not be able to do.  We will not be sharing meals or snacks 
together.  In the past, most of meals involved “buffet style” serving, which is currently prohib-
ited.  We will not be shaking hands or hugging. 
 
We want to respect everyone’s level of comfort in these times.  Some folks will continue to 
watch us online and not attend services for the sake of their health.  Others want to be here for 
the fellowship and inspiration.  They feel they can do so without harming themselves or others.  
We do remind you that you come to any church events at your own risk.  If you are sick or 
have been exposed to Covid-19, please do not attend worship or our functions.   
 
As the church we are given two important tasks – to love God and to love others.  We all have 
a part to play in keeping one another safe.  It is the loving thing to do.  After all, each of us are 
valuable members of the family of God! 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Bakerstown United Methodist Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a  
convenience for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation con-
sistency for our congregation. 
 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings 
account to the church’s bank account. This service is offered for a once a month donation for 
withdrawal on the first business day of the month.  
 
Online Giving lets you go to www.bakerstownumc.org at any time to set up an automatic do-
nation plan, change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online dona-
tion history.  As you contemplate the future contributions, please consider electronic giving. 
Authorization forms and additional information are available from the church office or by 
contacting Kay Cramer, financial secretary at 724-443-2847. 

http://www.bakerstownumc.org
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Starting July 12th, if you would like to purchase Giant Eagle grocery 
cards, we will have them available by PRE-SALE ONLY!  
 
You must call or email the church office with the amount you need and I 
will place them in a bag with your name on them and you can pick them up 
on Sunday morning and pay then.  
 
I will also sell them during the week, when I am in the office. I can set up 
contactless pick up if you like.  
 
 

Backpacks of Blessing   A Back-To-School Community Event 
Backpacks will be distributed through the Lighthouse Foundation. 

 
Everyone is invited to donate 1 or more backpacks for local children in need.  

Bring your donation to our church and pray a blessing over our local schools for the 2020/2021 year.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be NO community service this year. Pastor Keith will take the back packs to the Light-
house and pray over them.  
 

*****Tags for the backpacks will be available soon! Thank you!***** 

Backpacks must be Gender Neutral  AND 

should include some or all of the following:  

Elementary 
 

Pens 

Pencils 

Crayons 

Construction Paper 

Lined Paper  

Elmer’s Glue  

Folders  

Book Covers  

Ruler  

Colored Pencils  

Scissors  

Erasers 

Travel pack Kleenex  

Small bottle hand sanitizer 

Composition Books  

Glue Sticks  

Pencil Case  

Pencil Sharpener  

Lunch Bag  

Note Cards -Lined and Unlined  

High School 
 

Pens 
Pencils 

White Out 
Note Cards – Lined and Unlined  

Graph Paper 
Binder Dividers  

Travel pack Kleenex 
Small bottle hand sanitizer  

Composition Books  
Highlighters 
Small Stapler  

Three Ring Binders  
Scientific Calculators 

Folders  
Book Covers  
Lined Paper 



Rev. Keith Dunn 
Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 
 
Joyce Gindlesperger                
Director of Music                        
 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 
Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 
rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 
Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 
lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Staff: 
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 
5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 
724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

                              May Financial Report 
 

                     May 2020     YTD May 2020       YTD May 2019 
Donations   $48,618.00     $229,215.29             $182,929.56 
Expenses    $37,846.84     $219,608.24             $164,512.30 
 
Hello Church Family. What a time we have had over these last months!  It was 
good to see some of you at our drive-in services.  Thank you all for your faith-

ful support of our church.  And I do mean faithful!  You have mailed in donations, set up dona-

tions via your bank, used our website to make donations or put your donations in the box at the 
drive-in church service.  We have paid all of our bills!  The new sound system and new roof 
are being worked on....because of you all!  We did not fund anything to our Major Project Fund 
or the Future Endeavor Fund.  If you have any questions, please give me a call.  Kay Cramer, 
Financial Secretary  724-443-2847 

NEW ADDRESS: Pastor Luke, Rachel 
and family will have a new mailing  
address as of July 10th.  
 
Their new address is: 2204 14th St  Bea-
ver Falls PA 15010 
 

Pastor Luke : luke.a.whipple@gmail.com 
Rachel: rachel.l.whipple@gmail.com 


