
From the Pastor's Desk  
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!  One of the challenges of writing a Pastor’s Page each month is the fact that 
not all of us are at the same emotional or spiritual place.  As individuals we face different challenges and emo-
tions. 
 

We live in a world where everything changes rapidly.  One moment everyone is supposed to wear a mask in 
public all the time.  And in the next moment, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention announces a sud-
den change in policy.  Fully vaccinated people are now permitted to not wear a mask except for crowded plac-
es.  Things change.  Some people are looking for constancy in their lives.  We desire blessing and security.  
Where can we find such things? 

 

There are people seeking God’s will for their lives. They want to grow spiritually and in their relationship with 
God.  There is a desire to live for God, to please God and to know His ways.  Where can such advice be found? 

 

These are tumultuous times for many of us. The headlines from our news sources discourage us.  Social media 
divides us.  We hear of wars and rumors of war.  We look at governmental policies that contradict God’s ways.  
We wonder why people conspire against God and His people.  
 

Some among us are personally walking through difficult times.  They face crises such as the loss of a loved 
one, unemployment or financial problems.  They cry out for help and wonder where God is in the struggle.  
Where can we seek help? 

 

Others are in a good place emotionally.  There is still incredible beauty in the world around us especially this 
time of year.  We look at the plants and trees, which seem to be growing and vibrant.  There is warmer weather 
and bright sunshine to enjoy.  It appears as though the earth has come to life and our hearts rejoice in wonder 
and praise! 
 

All those emotions and circumstances are described in a wonderful book of the Bible called the Psalms.  Be-
ginning on May 30th, Pastor Matt and I will be spending “Summer with the Psalms.”  This sermon series will 
explore some of the themes found in the Psalms.  While we cannot explore all 150 of the Psalms, we hope to 
use some of your old favorites and maybe some of your new ones.  Plan on joining us in person or online!  I 
pray that God will use this series to deepen your relationship with Him.   
 

 Blessings, 
Pastor Keith 
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Additional Giving Options 
Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 
Bakerstown United Methodist Church wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a  convenience 
for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. 
 

Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. This service is offered for a once a month donation for withdrawal on the first business 
day of the month.  
 
Online Giving lets you go to www.bakerstownumc.org at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, 
change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  As you contem-
plate the future contributions, please consider electronic giving. Authorization forms and additional infor-
mation are available from the church office or by contacting Kay Cramer, financial secretary at 724-443-2847. 
 

Pandemic Response Update 
 

As you are aware, the Center for Disease Control recently changed their guidance about the wearing of masks 
and our state government amended their policies to comply with the CDC.  Your church leaders responded 
quickly and announced changes that went into effect on Sunday, May 16th.   
 

We encourage those of you who are not fully vaccinated to wear masks in the building and during worship as 
we have been doing.  If you are fully vaccinated (more than 2 weeks after your second Moderna or Pfizer or 
your Janssen vaccine), you can choose if you will wear a mask or not in our building.  We also began singing 
during worship and encouraged mask wears to sing softly under their masks.  Please remember that we contin-
ue to live stream and archive our worship services for those of you not yet ready for a return to in person 
church or for those who otherwise cannot join us.   
 

The church council met on May 19th to consider our next steps.  Beginning on Sunday, May 23rd, the main 
sanctuary level will have two sections completely open for seating.  The other two sections as well as the bal-
cony will continued to be spaced for social distancing to accommodate those who feel the need to continue that 
practice.  Hymnals, bibles and offering envelopes have been placed in the pews. 
 

As we continue to move into summer, some of our small groups and committees will resume meeting in the 
library, the small Fellowship Hall and the Wesley Room.  Many of our committees will continue to meet via 
Zoom as their members desire to do so.  We also expect to return to selling Giant Eagle gift cards on Sunday 
mornings.  Once the details are finalized, we will pass those along to you. 
 

There are some restrictions which will remain in place.  We will continue to refrain from passing offering 
plates, attendance pads and communion elements.  While we will not be handing out bulletins, we will begin 
printing some for your convenience to pick up in the narthex on Sunday mornings.  The practice of using a 
sign-in sheet for contact tracing purposes will also continue.  We will continue to refrain from the sharing of 
food such as buffet style meals and beverages until further notice.  We look forward to a time when restrictions 
are lifted and we can return to some of our previous ways of doing ministry. 
 

As we navigate through this pandemic and these changes together, we want to respect one another.  We will 
not ask for proof of vaccination nor will we ask why someone is wearing a mask.  It is our prayer that this vi-
rus will cease.  As we wait for that to happen, we also pray that we will continue to do ministry in a way that 
reflects God’s love to one another and the world.  Please continue to look for updates and changes as they oc-
cur.  It has been a time of immense change and confusion.  Yet, all along God is with us and is faithful! 
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Recognition of Graduations, Sunday, June 6th  please 
inform the church office of your accomplishments! Call 
Lora at 724-443-3184 or lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, and 
let us know the graduate’s name, from where he or she is 
graduating , and with what degree, honors, or certificate. 
Please have all your information to the church office, 
no later than Monday, May 24th. All graduates are encour-
aged to come to the Worship service on June 6th as we 
honor YOU! 
 

The Neighborhood Table | June 3| Fellowship Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel UMC 
to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Community.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at BUMC 
starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then transported to 
Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there to help serve 
and clean up afterwards. This has been a very rewarding 
ministry so far, so please consider volunteering by calling 
Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847. 
 

Drive Thru Dinner | June 8 | Fellowship Hall 
The Mission Team is committed to begin serving a monthly 
meal for The Lighthouse  Our vision is to be able to serve 
our neighbors in New Fellowship Hall whenever covid re-
strictions are lifted.  If the Lord is calling you to participate 
in this new ministry in one capacity or another or if you 
have questions, please contact Carol Skolnik at cnik-
skol@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support! 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
The following three sessions MAY all be outside just like 
last year – we will determine that as we go – and as we 
hear from those of you who have not attended because we 
have been inside as to whether you might be willing to 
come indoors this summer (WE MISS YOU!!).  It is easier 
to use the equipment, tables, and chairs inside Fellowship 
Hall – but we also want everyone to feel safe, so we can 
also choose to meet outside again like we did last sum-
mer.  These sessions will all begin at 10am. 
 

#2 – June 17th
 

#3 – July 22nd  
#4 – August 19th 

 

Griefshare Monthly Summer Sessions 
June 16th, July 14th, August 11th – 7pm 

 

**New Session Series begins weekly September 8, 2021 

 

Marcia Shipley 724-272-2467 

Bill & Cathy Dambach 724-443-0324 

Marge Kirkpatrick 724-443-2272 

 

Father/Child Banquet 
A Father/Child Banquet is tentatively being planned for 
Monday, June 21, 2021.  
More details will be available soon via the BUMC email 
updates, but for now, this is what is planned. 
 

Date:  Monday, June 21, 2021 

Time: 6:00 pm 

Location:  Depreciation Lands Museum (4743 S Pioneer 
Rd, Allison Park, PA  15101) 

The dinner will be reflective of a typical meal that the early 
settlers of this area would have eaten, 
A presentation titled "Dinner at Talley Cavey" will follow 
to educate us all on living in this area in the late 1700's and 
early 1800's. 
A free will offering will be taken to help cover the cost of 
the meal and rental. 
Dads, why not plan on bringing your children (of any age) 
and enjoy a good meal and learn something at the same 
time! 
Reservations can be made by either: Emailing:  bak-
erstownumm@gmail.com  
Phone:  Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847 

 

Audio Visual Ministry 
We need a few people who are focused and reliable and 
like to work behind the scenes to help in this meaningful 
ministry. Training will be provided for those who are inter-
ested in running slides, sound, or cameras. Let Pastor Matt 
know by emailing him at mscott@bakerstownumc.org.  
 

Camping Scholarships Available 
The UMM are proud to be offering scholarships again for 
any youth that attends a faith-based camp this summer.   
 

This year, the UMM will contribute $400 towards the cost 
of the camp fee.  (Or the total cost of the camp if the fee is 
less than $400). A message to all Parents: why not get a 
camping brochure from the Information Desk and look at 
the camp possibilities with your children. A week of faith-

based fun and adventure would be a great present for any 
child! Scholarship applications are available in the Narthex 
near the camping information.  

 

BUMC Family and friends. 
Joyce and I want to thank everyone for your support fol-
lowing Chuck's  cancer surgery, when he had a kidney re-
moved. Your prayers, cards, letters, visits, gifts, and din-
ners deeply touched us.  Chuck is healing nicely, but we 
still need your prayers.      BUMC family and friends has 
always been a  loving, caring Church community, and we 
are blessed to be a part of this community.      Once again , 
thanks from the bottom of our hearts. 
     God Bless You, Bumc Family and friends. Chuck 
and Joyce Koval 
 

Thank you for shopping at Shop and Save.  
We received $256.00 in their Perks to Play and Pray Pro-

gram.  It covered July thru December 2000.  
These monies are used to help in our monthly meals for 

Sharpsburg and will be used for desserts for the Light-

house drive through dinners over the summer.   

Notes of Appreciation…. 
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Mission Team News…. 
The mission team continues to serve large numbers of meals at both The Neighborhood Table in Sharpsburg 
and the Drive-Thru Dinner right here at home.  Notes and emails keep coming, thanking us for these outreach 
ministries to our nearby communities.  As covid restrictions continue to relax, we will begin thinking about 
transitioning the DTD to an in-person meal.  Hopefully, many of you will prayerfully consider joining in as 
neighbors, just enjoying a meal together. 
 

Thanks to all who helped with a major cleaning of the church kitchen on May 15.  Now that this is done, the 
task will be to KEEP it clean!  With help from Chris Holder, we have come up with a schedule of things that 
need to be done routinely.  This list will be posted by the sign-in book in the narthex.  We are looking for peo-
ple willing to do a small job monthly or twice yearly to keep our kitchen in good running order and meeting 
health department guidelines.  These jobs can be performed at your convenience at any time throughout the 
month.  Please take a look at the list and volunteer! 
 

Monthly: 
1) De-Lime dishwasher. Clean and sanitize counter area on both sides of dishwasher.  Wipe the 
back splash in that area.  
2) Wipe shelf and bins under prep table/counters 

3) Thoroughly clean and sanitize all counters and sinks  

4) Clean inside and outside of warmer 
5) Clean inside/outside of refrigerator 
6) Clean outside of freezer 
7) Clean hood over grill and stove 

8) Thoroughly sweep and mop floor 
9) Pull vents and run through dishwasher (This is done after each pancake breakfast.)  
 

Every six months: 
Clean and sanitize ice machine 

Clean inside of freezer 
Clean ovens 

Clean and sanitize utensil drawers 

Power wash/scrub mats. 
 

Notes of Appreciation: 
 

“Couldn’t  wait to get home and dig in.  Thanks, too, for always the very warm welcome and prayers.  We 
enjoyed your beautiful effort so much….  It is worth the drive for the dinner.  It’s wonderful to get a break 
once in a while and it’s always a cherished surprise of what’s in the bag.” 

 

“Dinner is delicious as always.  Thanks so much!” 

 

“Thank you…  I look forward to the surprise every month!” 

 
 
Lighthouse Food Pantry Collection for the month of June: Macaroni and Cheese (any brand or variety) 
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From the Prayer Corner – Sow Seeds of Prayer  

 

“And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.  He sleeps and rises 
night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows, he knows not how.”  Mark 4:26-27 

 

Jesus teaches that you and I are like farmers.  One of our roles is to sow seeds.  Most often we do it without 
even realizing it.  For instance, a mother or a father sows seeds by caring for their home and for their children 
as they go about their normal routines.  Those seeds take root and sprout and grow in the lives of their kids.  
We see evidence of this in the children’s lives when they cradle and dress their dolls in the same manner that 
they see their mother caring for their younger siblings, or when they try to help their father cut the grass or 
work on a project. 
 

A pastor, Sunday school teacher, or parent can sow seeds of love for God’s Word.  Maybe one of your parents 
sowed these into your life as you watched them read their morning devotions every day or when they sat at the 
kitchen table and prepared their lesson for the Bible study they attended. 
 

Folks who set up and clean up after the church potluck sow seeds of servanthood.  Those who give thanks even 
when it’s hard sow seeds of gratitude.  Those who take a meal to a struggling family, donate to a ministry to 
orphaned children,  or who sit at the bedside of a dying loved one sow seeds of compassion. 
 

Have you ever thought of your prayers as seeds?  They are.  They move God to action.  Examples of this are 
found throughout Scripture.  Prayer seeds may seem to be a small hidden thing in the grand scheme of life – 
but no seed is ever wasted – no prayer goes unheard. 
 

We don’t consciously think about our actions and our prayers as sowing seeds, but Jesus says that’s what they 
are.  He says those seeds take root in other people’s lives.  They sprout, they grow, and eventually they pro-
duce a harvest.  We really have no idea when or how this all takes place.  It just does.  It’s a spiritual mystery – 
sometimes a miracle – in which our prayers and our actions play a part in other people’s lives.  So let’s sow 
lots of seeds of prayer that result in a harvest of love, joy, peace, kindness, and grace – and more of Jesus. 

 

(portions taken from an article by Grace Fox and Sarah Frazer) 

Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdambach@consolidated.net, or 
Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be emailed to you. Occasionally we 
also have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank you! 

06/04 Keith Dunn & Alyce Weaver Dunn 

 

06/07 Jim & Karen Lee 

 

06/10 Matthew & Alyssa Scott 
 

 06/13 Scott & Linda Ashworth 

 

06/15 John & Kathy Cleary 

 

06/17 Joshua & Lisa Banjak 

 

06/18 Ryan & Brittanie Cosgrove 

06/18 Mike & Kim Leasure 

 

06/22 Robin & Evelyn Dick 

 

06/22 Doug & Becky Kyle 

 

06/22 Bob & Mary Jo Knochel 
 

06/24 John & Alice Berkner 
 

06/24 David & Sally Borland 

 

06/24 Paul & Katelyn Macik 

June Anniversaries 
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Day School Chalkboard 
As we head into June we end our year with fun programs for the families and picnics.  The preschoolers re-
ceived certificates and the Kindergarteners received certificates and the gift of bibles from the church.  What 
a wonderful keepsake!  This was another unusual year and we were thankful to have been able to open our 
doors.  We are so thankful for everyone’s prayers to get us through this year with zero cases of Covid-19 in 
our school!  

 

Bakerstown UMC Preschool  Summer Camp 2021! 

Join us at our Summer Camp for Preschoolers and Kindergarten bound 

friends!      
Summer is just around the corner and we are looking forward to a fun filled sum-
mer with our summer camps!  If you know a little one who may be interested in 

attending, please share!  All the details can be found on our website including a registration form.  
*New this Year:  Camp for those children who have completed Kindergarten and will enter First 

Grade in the Fall! 

Spaces are very limited in all camps as we will continue to follow the latest Covid protocols. 

Children heading to First Grade will follow the same themes with a sprinkling of reading and math fun 

to help prevent the summer learning slump.  This year’s Summer Camp will be packed with FUN and 

EXCITING activities that are related to the following weekly themes for all:  

Session 1:  “Bugs and Butterflies” - June 7, 8, 9, 10, 11  

Session 2:  “Ocean Commotion” - June 21, 22, 23, 24, 25  

Session 3:  “Animal Adventures” – July 5, 6, 7, 8, 9  

Session 4:  “Camping Capers” - July 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 

Minimum Age:  Children must be 3 by September 1 and must be potty-trained. (Completely self-

reliant in the bathroom.)  Age groups will be separated into different classrooms. 

 
Now registering for the 2021 – 2022 School Year! 
We still have a few openings in our preschool and full day kindergarten program for the upcoming school 
year.  Please share with anyone looking for a wonderful program for their little one!  We offer classes for 
children ages 3 through Kindergarten.    
 

06/01Christine Negley 

06/02 Jared Sutter 
06/04 Mary Jo Knochel 
06/04 Sharon Platt 
06/04 Rebekah Shipley 

06/04 Paul McLeister 
06/05 Donna Artz 

06/05 Olivia Shipley 

06/06 Tim Shipley 

06/07 Ken Perriello 

06/08 Karen Naeser 
06/11 La Verne Brandt 
06/11 Kayden Cosgrove 

06/13 Katie Scalise 

06/14 Mary Pouchot 

06/14 Sherry Torick 

06/15 Naomi Gneiting 

06/15 John Humenik 

06/16 Pamela Reynolds 

06/16 Madge Clayton 

06/17 Sue Callenberg 

06/18 Bob Grier 
06/19 Bennett Zynn 

06/21 Ginny Campbell 
06/21 Charles Hull 
06/21 Peggy Walker 
06/22 Marie Hopper 
06/22 Randy Burd 

06/22 Philip Ladesic 

06/23 Barbara McMaster 

06/23 Makayla Himes 

06/25 Keith Dunn 

06/28 Dan Pouchot 
06/29 Reed Campbell 
06/29 Matthew Staub 

06/29 Trenton Mason 

06/30 Marge Kirkpatrick 

June Birthday’s  
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Vacation Bible School 
July 12th-16th 2021 9am-12pm  

 

Contact: Rachel Whipple at  rachel.l.whipple@gmail.com or  
Lora Stafura at lstafura@bakerstownumc.org  or 724-443-3184 

 

Please Read Below changes made due to COVID-19 this year: 
Registration is limited to 60 children this year on a first come first serve basis 

*Masks are required* 

*Children must be 5 years old at the time of VBS to register*  
5 years old through those entering 5th grade 

 

We are going to have in person VBS this year! Please use the link below and fill out 1 form per 
child. 
 

REGISTRATION FORM  



Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Matthew Scott 

Associate Pastor 
mscott@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 

rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 

 
 

Staff: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

                            April 2021         YTD April 2021         YTD April 2020 

Donations:  $28,212.63           $125,620.93                $180,597.29 

Expenses:   $30,600.50           $132,860.32                 $181,821.23 

 

Hello church family.  It has been good to see more and more of you coming back to 
church.  I can't wait for the day I can give each of you a great big hug! 
All of our bills have been paid, including connectional support and contributions to our trus-
tees.   
 

We have been unable to put any funds into our savings for Future Endeavors or Major Pro-
jects, but all of our bills have been paid. 
 

As always, please give me a call at 724-443-2847 if you have questions.  Kay Cramer, Financial Secretary. 

We are still collecting and sending coupons for the troops and their families around the world. If you 
can cut-sort or bring them in, please put them in the box on the information center. Please contact Joyce 
Koval at 412-327-8890.  


