
From the Pastor's Desk  
 

Every January feels like a reset to the rhythms of our life. After the whirlwind of the holiday season, January 
becomes that needed time when our work schedule, our social life, and the school calendar settle back to our familiar 
patterns. But before we move too far into the new calendar year, we have a national holiday that comes up in the middle 
of January. I am referencing Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

 

I must confess that for years MLK Day was just a random “federal holiday” that popped up in the early weeks of 
Winter. It was, for me, an unplanned closing of all the post offices and the banks – and a frantic day for parents who had 
all their kids out of school and at home on a Monday. Unfortunately, I never used this day as an opportunity to reflect on 
its significance– both for the remarkable and historic person that it is named after nor the theme of racial struggle and 
inequality that Dr. King sought to dismantle.  

 

But recently I was struck with an insightful quote from a pastor in Connecticut. He revealed a very powerful 
point about the observance of MLK Day:  “Of all our national holidays, MLK Day is the only one that honors a Christian 
minister who lived and gave his life for a righteous vision borne out of his faith in the Kingdom of God.” 1 

 

This quote moved my heart for two reasons. For one reason, it reveals just how counter-cultural an observance of 
MLK Day is. In our nation, we are closing the banks, the schools, the post-offices in order to have time to celebrate a pas-
tor and the courageous job he did to prophetically call-out the racial injustices found in our country. But the second rea-
son I resonate with this quote is that Dr. King’s foundation for social change was a belief in the Kingdom of God.  

 

That term, “Kingdom of God,” has always been a difficult one for Christians to define succinctly. It’s a slippery 
term. But I believe John Wesley said it best, “The Kingdom of God is God’s image renewed in you” (my paraphrase). 
Now apply Wesley’s definition to the ministry of Dr. King. Where there is racism and racial injustice, that is not the im-
age of God. It is sin. But what changes those problems in society? The answer is in the renewal of God’s image in peo-
ple. Our country needs people who have God’s image renewed within them. And through these people, people like Dr. 
King, our country can be led away from injustice and inequality.  

 

MLK Day, therefore, is not a day to be glossed over so quickly. As Christians, it should inspire us. Because it is a 
day where our nation confesses that it needs and yearns for renewed people, God’s image-bearers, Christian men and 
women who will lead this nation in righteousness, truth, and true equality for all.  So, this year as we feel called by the 
Lord to “seek first God’s Kingdom and his righteousness”, let us remember Dr. King with thanksgiving and with re-
newed hope and prayers for the vision he cast before us: a country healed of the wounds of racism and one that is truly 
home to people of every color and ethnicity. 

 

The work that needs to be done to fulfill Dr. King’s vision is large an ongoing. But a BIG vision requires com-
mitment and involvement from ALL people. So as your pastors, we want to put opportunities before you as a church to 
embrace the work of dismantling racism. Therefore, at the beginning of this year we want to call your attention to special 
workshops that our district is providing. At the end of January, three area churches are hosting four-week discussion 
workshops for pastors and congregants. In these workshops, you will be given the opportunity to talk about personal ex-
periences as well as societal problems with race in America. Pastor Keith is committed to attend at the McKnight UMC 
meetings, but you are welcome to attend at any location.  

RSVP to the Pittsburgh District office : Pittsburgh.district@wpaumc.org           Dates and Locations:      
 

 

 

 

 

God’s grace and peace be with you in the New Year!       

                                   

 

1Rick McKinniss: “A Note From Pastor Rick: Re�lections For Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 2019” Wellspring Church 

J O I N  U S  F O R  WO R S H I P !  O N  S U NDA Y S  A T  8 : 3 0  &  1 1 : 0 0  AM  
S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a t  9 : 4 5  a m        S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  A L W A Y S  a v a i l a b l e !  

  T�� S���	
� 
January 2020 

South Avenue UMC Tuesdays at 7 PM January 21 & 28, and February 4 & 11 

Baldwin Community UMC Wednesdays at 7 PM January 22 & 29, and February 5 & 12 

McKnight UMC Thursdays at 7 PM January 23 & 30, and February 6 & 13 
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Events, Outreach & Small Group Opportunities….. 
The Neighborhood Table | Jan. 2 | N.F. Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel 
UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Community.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at 
BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then trans-
ported to Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there to 
help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been a very 
rewarding ministry so far, so please consider volunteer-
ing by calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847. 
 

Women at the Well Sunday Morning Small Group – 
Beginning Sunday, January 5th, we will be starting a 
New Discussion Series: “Seeing Ourselves as God 
Sees Us”. Women at the Well is a very informal wom-
en’s discussion group, meeting in the Library, 10:00am 
to 10:50am on Sunday mornings.   Bring your coffee or 
tea and drop in any time for some fun, fellowship, and 
good discussion.  Any and all women are invited to at-
tend.   We hope to see you there! 
 

NEW Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study be-
gins January 9th at 9am.   
 

Come join with us as we start a brand new Bible study - 
Psalm 23: The Shepherd With Me by Jennifer Roth-
schild. 
 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”  Many 
women know Psalm 23 by heart but haven’t experienced 
its power in their lives. This beloved psalm can breathe 
new life into us, as it gives confidence in the Shepherd of 
our lives. 
In this 7-session study, we will gain fresh insight and 
encouragement from Psalm 23. We will explore the 
depths of God’s compassionate care for us and learn that 
we can trust the Shepherd’s goodness throughout each 
season of life. 
 

Please come join us for this 7 week study as we grow 
together in God’s Word.  Sign up at the Information 
Desk.  Study Guides are $14.00. 
 

Bible study for parents with young children| Tues-
day, January, 7th & 21st |6:15-7:30 pm | Wesley 
Room  Come join us bi-weekly for fellowship, encour-
agement and small group discussion at our new Bible 
study geared toward parents of young children. There is 
no time commitment- come as you are and as you can. 

Childcare will be provided. If you are interested in at-
tending or have any questions please contact Katie Low-
ell at klowell33@gmail.com or 412-760-2682.  

Kingdom Kids | Friday, January 10th | New Fellow-
ship Hall 

The program will run the 2nd Friday of the month 
from 6:00-8:30pm 

All children 4 years old to 5th grade are welcome to 
participate 

Children do NOT need to be members of Bak-
erstown UMC to attend!  

We will close each evening with a service project 

All registrations are due the Sunday before the date 
of Kingdom kids.  

 

If you would like information on the KINGDOM KIDS 
program,  please contact Rachel 
at rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org or 724-443-3184 

 

UN-Hanging of the Greens! We are asking for help, 
undecorating the church, please come on January 11th 
to take down the decorations. We will be starting at 
9:00am 

 

Men's Bible Study/Fellowship| Jan. 13 & 27 6:30-

8:00pm | New Fellowship Hall 
All Men (and boys) of BUMC are welcome to attend the 
Grub-n-Stuff dinner and Bible Study.  

No homework or studying needed. Just bring your appe-
tite, a dish to share (if able), and plan to join in whatever 
we choose to discuss that night. 

This group meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of every 
month.  Dinner starts at 6:30 and we will have you out 
the door at 8:00 pm. 

Prime Timers | Wednesday, Jan. 15 at 11:30am | New 
Fellowship Hall This fun group meets for food, fun and 
fellowship! Anyone interested in joining this group, 
bring a pot luck dish to share and a big appetite. We will 
be playing games and just having a great time. This 
group is open to anyone in the congregation or commu-
nity.  

 

Wednesday, January 15th 
from 6-8pm Join us at the 
McDonald’s near Wal-Mart 
for McTeachers night! Our 
Day School will make 20% 
on ALL sales that night. No 

flyer necessary. Come and see some of the teachers serv-
ing that night!  

***This is a reminder from Financial Secretary, Kay 
Cramer:*** Contributions for the year 2019 will be ac-
cepted until Sunday, January 5, 2020. All checks must 
be dated for 2019 and in Kay Cramer’s hand by Sunday, 
January 5, 2020. If you have any questions, please give 
Kay a call at 724-443-2847. *** 
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Events & Small Group Opportunities…. 
GriefShare Outreach Ministry 2020 Winter/Spring 
Schedule  
We will meet once a month this winter - January 15th 
and February 19th at 7pm.  
 

NEW weekly meetings begin March 4th through May 
27th, Wednesday evenings from 7:00pm till 8:30pm in 
the Wesley Room. 
 

If you or someone you know is experiencing the loss of 
a loved one, we encourage you to please accept this as 
your personal invitation to join with us. GriefShare is a 
friendly, caring group of people who will walk along-
side you through one of life’s most difficult experiences 
so that you don’t have to go through the grieving pro-
cess alone. Our GriefShare program is co-led by Rev. 
Bill Dambach, Marcia Shipley, Marge Kirkpatrick and 
Janet Pagniello. GriefShare is a drop-in anytime group 
and open to anyone in the church or community.  All 
are welcome. 
 

All U Can Eat Pancake Breakfast | Saturday, Jan. 18 
| 8 -11 am |New Fellowship Hall Adults = $6, kids age 
6-12 = $3.00 and under age 6 eat for free.  Enjoy all you 
can eat of made-to-order pancakes, sausage, bacon, 
home fries, eggs, and beverages.  Be served by our 
wonderful Bakerstown United Methodist Men.  All pro-
ceeds support their outreach efforts. Contact Roger 
Cramer at 724-443-2847 if you have questions, or if 
you wish to join our UMM Group!  

Stitch and A Prayer | Saturday, Jan. 18 | 10 am- 2 
pm | Old Fellowship Hall - If you sew, crochet, or knit 
your talent can be used in making quilts for Project Li-
nus, shawls for shut-ins or even lap robes for people in 
nursing homes. If you are not able to join us when we 
meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month from 10-2, 
please contact Louise Himes, Mary Pouchot or Marge 
Kirkpatrick if you have questions regarding how you 
can help. Bring a lunch! 

The Richland Ecumenical Ministerium invites you to a 

SERVICE OF PRAYER FOR 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22 at 7:00pm 

at First Presbyterian Church of Bakerstown 

5825 Heckert Road, Bakerstown, PA 15007 

 

*ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING NON
-PERISHABLE ITEMS FOR THE LIGHT-
HOUSE FOOD PANTRY. 
 

Participating in this special service will be pastors, lead-
ers, singers, and musicians from our various congrega-
tions, as well as representatives from community minis-

tries.  The entire community is invited!  Refreshments will 
follow. 
 

(Snow date, in case of unfavorable weather will be Wed. 
Jan.29) 
 

Bakerstown Book Club – Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, February 12th, at 7:00pm at the home of 
Izetta Wilson.  The book that has been chosen to discuss 
is  Never Say Never by Lisa Wingate.  If you love to 
read, join us on February 12th, whether you’ve read the 
books or not.  Please just come along and join us for 
food, fun, and fellowship. All “Book Lovers” are wel-
come!!  There’s always chocolate!! 
 

Ministry Opportunities 

Staying active, making new friends and serving oth-
ers are all new year’s resolutions that can be easily 
achieved by participating in one of the many minis-
tries here at the church.  
 

 The hospitality committee is always looking for 
people to bake for Sunday morning refreshments - 
no Martha Stewart experience necessary.  

 

 If you like to talk and brighten someone’s day, 
consider visiting our shut-ins. Visitation calls are 
a wonderful way to keep our church family con-
nected - no pastor experience required.  

 

 If you enjoy sharing a dinner with new people, 
give the Sharpsburg/Roots of Faith outreach a try 
– no strained relative conversations here.  

 

These are just a few suggestions to start 2020 with 
renewed purpose and possibilities. Any questions? 
Our pastors or a quick call to the church office for all 
the details will get you started.  
 

 

Body & Soul—Start off the New Year with the right 
program!  Burn off those extra holiday pounds!  Get 
“pumped up” and “stretched,” both physically and 
spiritually!  Led by Andy Jakub, a certified personal 
trainer. This class  will combine total body condition-
ing and wellness with a spiritual workout of prayer. 
Meetings will be held here at the church, and the cost 
is only $6.00 per session.  Come on Wednesday night 
at 7:00pm or on Saturday morning at 8:30am.  
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Once again we are going to have the offering envelopes for 2020 available in the narthex. Please pick up 
your envelopes as soon as possible.  If you have any questions, you can always call me.  
Kay Cramer, Financial Secretary 724-443-2847. 

Happenings…. 

Ignite Youth Announcements  
 

SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2020 

This Summer pastor Luke is looking to take Middle and 
High School Students to Savannah, Georgia for a week-

long mission project with YouthWorks. There are spots for 
8 students on a first-come, first serve basis. If needed and 
available, we can add slots for additional students.  
Dates: June 27-July 3  
 

Cost: ~$400 : depending on fundraising goals. Scholar-
ships will be available.  
 

We will begin the trip by traveling to Washington, DC to 
visit the brand new “Museum of the Bible,” stay a night in 
DC, then travel down to Savanah on June 28.  
 

While in Georgia, our group will have the opportunity to 
do hands-on work projects, partner with local ministries 
and non-profit organizations that serve seniors, children 
and those experiencing homelessness. In the evenings, we 
will get to have dinner each night, an evening to swim at 
Tybee Island, we will learn about historic injustices by 
touring a church involved with the underground railroad, 
take a stroll through the Riverwalk and other tourist desti-
nations in Savannah, and end the week with a community 
cookout celebration. 
 

REACH UP: PINE RICHLAND JANUARY 26 

The local churches in the Pine-Richland area are hosting a 
night of praise and prayer for our local school. It will be 
hosted at the High School auditorium at Pine-Richland high 
school. There will be a live band to provide music and the 
local youth pastors will be present as well. Ignite youth will 
be attending in place of a regular youth meeting at Bak-
erstown UMC.  

Bakerstown Youth Group  

Bakerstown Youth Group meets on Sunday nights 
from 6:30-8:00pm. Open to all kids from 6th-12th 
grade. Weekly meetings, which include Bible study, 
worship, games, and fellowship and give all youth an 
opportunity to explore their faith while developing 
lasting friendships.  
If you want to be involved in our Youth Ministry Pro-
gram, or have questions concerning a program, con-
tact Luke Whipple at lwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
or 724-443-3184 Follow us on Facebook or Instagram. 
We put new content nearly every week on our facebook 
and Instagram accounts. Find us on facebook @ 
www.facebook.com/bakerstownyouth/ or on Instagram @ 
ignite_youth_bumc 

Committee News: As the new year begins we would 
like to welcome all the new committee members:  
 

Church Council  Finance 

Nicole Edinger   Lake Barret– Chair 
Kellen McGrath  Marie Edinger 
     

Trustees   SPRC 

Joan Donaldson  Denise Grier—Chair 
Don Gindlesperger  Don Allaman 

Bob Rodgers   Darrick Brown  

    Patsie Evans 

Nominations    

Alice Berkner   

Jane Ditmore 

Gayle Santillo 

 

Newly formed: Memorial Committee 

2020   2021      2022 

Dave Sarver  Mary Pouchot    Aaron Jewitt 
Marge Kirkpatrick Frank Wood    Larry Williams 

    

Please be sure to keep an eye on the bulletin and news-
letters for upcoming meetings.  
 

If you are new to a committee in 2020, please make 
sure the church office has a current email address so 
that you can receive meeting notices and other im-
portant information throughout the year. 
 

Thank you. Please email the church office at  
lstafura@bakerstownumc.org  
 

We also want to thank those that served over the past 3 
years:  
 

Church Council 
At Large Members   

Todd Mankamyer 
   

Finance   Trustees 
Darrick Brown   Dave Stirling 

    Lisa Banjak 

 

SPRC    Nominations 

Sharon Platt-Chair  Kathleen Meuschke 

Bonnie Baird   Joyce Koval 
Steve Ferber   Heather Brown 
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From the Prayer Corner – Make This a New Year of Powerful Prayer 
 
“Prayer is our lifeline, an absolute necessity in our daily life, the breath that sustains us.” 

Here are some things you might want to consider, some strategies and thoughts about prayer that can 
help you connect with God in a deeper way in this New Year 2020. 

•  Go into prayer with the proper mindset. We should go into prayer determined to trust God, and trust 
that His ways are best for us, even when suffering and trials are a part of the picture. Surrender is the 
key to a powerful prayer life. 

•  Remember to Praise God. When we praise God, we focus on His character and His attributes. He is 
faithful and true and will never forsake us. Praising God takes the focus off of ourselves and puts it in 
the proper place – on Him. Knowing God’s character helps us trust Him more too, and it brings us 
more hope and confidence. 

•  Remember to listen. Prayer is more than making requests. It’s listening for God’s promptings. It’s 
spending time in His presence. We sometimes mistake prayer as a request box. Prayer is not a one-

way thing. Prayer is communication that goes back and forth between you and God. He wants to 
spend time with us and He is communicating back to us, speaking to our inner spirit, and speaking 
through His Word, but we have to listen to be able to hear what He says. 

•  Pray daily. Regardless of the way you pray, be it more formal and scheduled or free and spontane-
ous, pray daily. If we want to really get to know someone, we want to spend time with them. There’s 
no better person to spend time with than Jesus!  Daily prayer equals a deeper spiritual life – a closer 
relationship to your Father. It’s your lifeline for daily survival. Prayer keeps you connected to Jesus 
who keeps you connected to your Heavenly Father. Don’t let go of the rope!  If you do nothing else on 
this list, practice praying daily. 

•  Include Scripture. It is such a powerful thing to include Scriptures during your prayer time. Reading, 
repeating, reflecting on them, and praying them back to God instills truth in our minds. When we pray a 
Bible verse, we are using the very words of God. And you can’t go wrong repeating God’s word!  It al-
ways accomplishes what God means for it to accomplish. 

•  It is essential to understand that prayer is a relationship. There’s no way to put the essence of that 
on a piece of paper. Tools and prayer methods are helpful resources that give you direction to grow in 
your spiritual life, but they are not a substitute for relationship.  Enjoy time with God.  God bless you in 
your prayer journey! 

    (Portions taken from Leslie Newman, Journey to Imperfect)  

Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdambach@consolidated.net, or 
Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be emailed to you. Occasionally we also 
have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank you! 

Wednesday Morning Prayer – 8:00am-8:30am  

Prayer is a powerful way for us to receive the grace of God in our life. As we pray God moves. God moves in 
response to our requests. God moves closer to us in relationship. God moves on our hearts so that we more deep-
ly experience his love. These are powerful things we don’t want to miss as a church community. Come join your 
pastors every Wednesday in the sanctuary, as we set aside time to pray to our God. Make the effort to come be-
fore work! Come as a way to jumpstart your day!   
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Day School Chalkboard 
We are looking forward to ringing in the year 2020 with all of our students!  What an exciting time to be alive.  We are 
looking forward to all that God has in store for us in this new year! 
 

January will bring a flurry of activities including fun lessons on snow.  We love learning how God made each of us spe-
cial and unique.  Just like snowflakes, no two are alike!  We hope to be able to go outside and play in the snow together.   
 

January also brings Registration for the 2020/2021 school year.  If you, or someone you know is looking for a preschool 
or full day Kindergarten program, please stop by.  We’d love to meet you and share all about our excellent program. 

 

Day School Open House! 
Sunday, January 26 we open our doors to the church and public to visit our 
day school, meet our teachers and see our beautiful learning spaces. Cur-
rent  day school families will also be here to talk with you and share their 
perspective on our school. We have a special preview time for church 
members at 12:00 p.m. We will open our doors to the public at 12:30 until 
2:30 p.m. Registration for the 2019/2020 school year will accepted. Please 
stop by; we’d love to see you! Please spread the word to families looking 
for classes for children aged 2 up through Kindergarten! 
More information about the day school can be found on the website at 
www.bakerstownumc.org 

January Birthday’s and Anniversaries 

01/02 Ray Wilson 

01/04 Nathan Humenik 

01/05 Debbie Lokay 

01/05 George Strain 

01/07 Lyla Kennah 

01/10 Jayne Cain 

01/12 Risa Snowden 

01/13 Andrew Rossi 

01/14 Mike Eddy 

01/14 August Whipple 

01/15 Miriam Perriello 

01/17 Michelle Fischetti 

01/19 Ian Holcomb 

01/19 George Kress 

01/22 Reid Rinker 

01/23 Sabrina Humenik 

01/24 Kim Szelc 

01/24 Grace DeVore 

01/25 Babe Barton 

01/30 Benjamin McLeister 

01/31 Kevin McGrath 

01/31 Velma Covert 

 

 

01/12/1952 Jay & Helen Deer 
 

01/14/1998 Brian & Kim Szelc 

 

01/16/2010 Sam & Julie Cramer 
 

01/31/1998 Don & Joyce Gindlesperger 
 

 

Merry Christmas and  Happy New Year  
from the Staff of 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 



Page 7 

Notes of Appreciation….. Calendar of Events  

 Sundays:  

 Worship – 8:30 & 11:00 am 

 Adult Small Groups, 9:45am 

 Ignite, 6:30pm   

 Mondays: 
 Grub and Stuff, 6:30pm (2nd & 4th Monday) 
  

 Tuesdays: 
       Jeremiah Bible Study, 7:00pm 

   

 Wednesdays: 

 Wednesday Morning Prayer, 8:00am 

 Jeremiah Bible Study, 9:00am 

 Body and Soul, 7:00pm 

 Grief Share, 7:00pm  (Jan. 15) 
  
 

  Thursdays: 
 Women’s Bible Study, 9:00am 

 Rhythm of Grace Practice, 7:00pm 

 Sanctuary Choir, 7:00pm 

 

 Saturdays: 

Jan. 2 — The Neighborhood Table, 2:30pm 

Jan. 7 — Parent’s Bible  Study, 6:15pm 

Jan. 8 — SPRC Meeting, 7:00pm (tentative) 

Jan. 8 — Mission Team Meeting, 7:00pm (tentative) 

Jan. 8 — Safety Committee Meeting, 7:00pm 

Jan. 9 — Women’s Bible Study, 9:00am 

Jan. 10 — Kingdom Kids,  6:00pm 

Jan. 11 — Unhanging of the Greens,  

Jan. 13 — Grub & Stuff, 6:30pm 

Jan. 15 — PrimeTimers, 11:30am 

Jan. 15 — Church Council Meeting, 7:00pm  

Jan. 15 — Griefshare, 7:00pm 

Jan. 18 — Pancake Breakfast, 8:00am 

Jan. 18 — A Stitch and A Prayer, 10:00am 

Jan. 21 — Parent’s Bible Study, 6:15pm 

Jan. 22 — Trustees Meeting, 7:00pm 

Jan. 27 — Grub & Stuff,  6:30pm 

 

We are still collecting and sending coupons for the 
troops and their families around the world. If you can 
cut-sort or bring them in, please put them in the box 
on the information center. Please contact Joyce Ko-
val at 412-327-8890.  

Dear Bakerstown Family, 
My  hear�elt thanks to my Bakerstown family for all your 

support and love through your prayers, phone calls, cards, 

food and concern shown to me and my family when Dan 

passed.  I am so blessed to be part of this wonderful 

church of caring friends.  Louise Himes and Family 
 
Thanks to all of you who use Amazon Smile for your pur-
chases.  The mission team has received $78.73 in donations 
from Amazon Smile.  Keep shopping.  
 

Mission Team 2019: 
 

Because of your generous support, the BUMC Mission 
Team was able to aid the following ministries in 2019.  As 
you can see, together we were able to share the love of 
Christ both near and far.  Thank you! 

 Camp Allegheny, Jumonville, and Wesley Woods 

 Casa Cielo Orphanage - Honduras 

 Chine Outreach Ministries 

       (Graduate students in Pittsburgh) 

 Days for Girls 

 Faith UMC/Roots of Faith - Sharpsburg 

 Harvest Alliance Missionaries: John & Janie Chitester  

 Heifer International - Water Buffalo 

 Iglesia Metodista Palabra Viva! - Youth & Adult team 

       sent to Carrillos, Costa Rica, summer 2019 

 Local Ministries: The Lighthouse,                               
      North Hills Community Outreach,  
      Northside Common Ministries 

 Michelle Fischetti - Mission trip to Thailand 

 Operation Christmas Child  

 Sram Ashram - India 

 UMCOR - Hurricane Relief 

 Wings International Prison Ministry 

 Wycliffe Bible Translators 

 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who donated toys or their 
time for the Lighthouse Angel Tree Toy Bank.   It was 
amazing how many toys came in… the kids were really 
blessed.  We helped over 200 families and almost 600 chil-
dren!   Thank you for making sure that each and every 
child had presents waiting for them underneath their 
Christmas tree. 
                       Darrick, Heather, Jack & Ben Brown, 

BUMC Angel Tree Coordinators 



Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Luke Whipple 

Associate Pastor & Youth Director 
lwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 

rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 

Staff: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

Box Tops for Education 

 

Clipping box tops is an 
easy way for you to help 
our school buy what it 
needs. Box tops are 
worth $0.10 each, and 

they quickly add up to real cash for our 
school. Simply collect them in a baggie 
and place them in the collection boxes at 
the North and South entrances of the 
church. Contact Kim Szelc with any ques-
tions, 412-980-4723.  

                        November 2019            YTD November 2019          YTD November 2018 

Donations:         $37,276.00                   $416,963.81                           $466,764.91 

Expenses:          $29,267.27                   $375,787.00                            $410,868.47 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our church.  Because of your faithful donations we have 
been able to pay all of the bills, including the connectional support and Trustees support.  Howev-
er, nothing was funded to our savings for the Major Project Fund nor the Future Endeavor Fund. 
 

Please call if you have any questions.  Kay Cramer, financial secretary   724-443-2847 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve, December 24th 

 
Family Service—4:30pm This worship service is 

engaging for families of all ages. We will celebrate 

the birth of our Messiah by: singing familiar Christ-

mas hymns, meeting the characters of the Nativity 

and hearing a short Christmas message. There are 

interactive activities for the children to participate 

in during the worship service so it is a great option 

for families with younger children. 

 

Carols & Candlelight—7:30pm & 9:30pm 

Both services are a celebration of Christ’s birth 

with joyful singing of carols and the beauty of 

candlelight. Enjoy the surrounding beauty and the 

warmth of God’s love during this special time. 



 Invite someone to church! 
 Become an organ donor or join the bone mar-

row registry. (https://www.giftoflife.org/page/
content/donorresources) 

 Hold the door for someone. 
 Let someone go in front of you in line. 
 Make dinner for a family in need. 
 Buy a movie ticket for the person behind you. 
 Carry groceries for someone. 
 Babysit for free. 
 Shovel someone else’s driveway. 
 Bring in a breakfast treat for your coworkers. 
 Take the time to really listen to someone. 
 Offer someone a ride to church or somewhere 

else they need to go. 
 Help a struggling student with homework. 
 Share a favorite book with a friend. 
 Give your seat on a crowded bus to someone 

else. 
 Bring coffee to the receptionist at your doc-

tor’s office. 
 Mow your neighbor’s lawn. 
 Clean the snow off a coworker’s car. 
 Take a box of dog bones to your local K-9 

officer. 
 Return someone else’s shopping cart. 
 Pick up litter wherever you see it. 
 Send a positive text message to someone. 
 Donate old towels or blankets to an animal 

shelter. 
 Say hi to the people on the elevator with you. 
 Tell the manager about a worker who gave 

you great service. 
 Greet everyone you pass today. 

 Take a hot cup of coffee or cocoa to those 
who pick up your garbage on a cold day. 

 Purchase dog or cat food and drop it off at 
your local shelter. 

 Leave a note of thanks and a treat in your 
mailbox for your mail carrier. 

 Write a note of appreciation to a teacher who 
made a difference in your life. 

 Take toys to a homeless shelter. 
 Run an errand for someone. 
 Make a music playlist for someone. 
 Send a note or care package to a soldier.  

(Operation Gratitude: https://
www.operationgratitude.com/express-your-
thanks/write-letters/ 

 or Soldiers’ Angels: https://
soldiersangels.org/letter-writing-team.html) 

 Offer to take a photo of a couple or family 
when they’re struggling to take a selfie. 

 Compliment a parent on a child’s good behav-
ior. 

 Put your phone away when you’re with fami-
ly or friends. 

 Share a favorite recipe. 
 Call your mom and dad. 
 Invite someone who is alone to a holiday 

meal or event. 

365 Intentional           

Acts of Kindness 
 
Our Goal: Make 2020 a year of Kindness!       

Kindness is being promoted in a lot of secular venues these days.  Why should Christians 
participate in these endeavors?  God’s people are called to bless others.  Jesus commanded us 
to love one another and challenged us to be salt and light in a dark world.  The Apostle Paul 
listed kindness among the fruit of the Spirit.  Being kind is a way of sharing God’s love with 
others!  The BUMC Mission team would like to challenge you to do at least one intentional 
act of kindness every day in the coming year.  Here are a few ideas to get you started: 



 Shop smile.amazon.com to benefit BUMC’s 
mission team. 

 Check on an elderly neighbor during/after a 
weather emergency. 

 Send a card to a lonely senior. 
 Keep an extra umbrella at work so you can 

lend it out when it rains. 
 Write a positive on-line review of a small 

business you like. 
 Give someone the benefit of the doubt. 
 Ask, “How can I help?” 

 Involve your children in a community service 
project. 

 Do laundry for a new mom. 
 Each time you get a new piece of clothing, 

donate an old one. 
 Forgive someone and never bring it up again. 
 Learn CPR. 
 Take lunch to your local first responders. 
 Give blood. 
 Donate your old glasses to be recycled. 
 Stay late for a coworker who needs to get 

home. 
 Clean the snow off of a coworker’s car. 
 Make amends with someone you have 

wronged. 
 Give away vegetables from your garden to the 

local food bank. 
 Offer a ride to a senior who doesn’t like driv-

ing at night. 
 Talk to the person sitting alone at a party or 

gathering. 
 Feed the birds. 
 Weed a neighbor’s garden. 
 Regift an unused gift card by leaving it on 

someone’s windshield. 
 Rake leaves for a senior. 
 Donate your unused air miles to Make-a-

Wish. 
 Share your talents: teach someone how to do 

something. 
 Wash someone’s car. 
 Plant and care for a flower garden in a ne-

glected public space. 
 Strike up a conversation with a stranger while 

you are waiting in line. 
 Send a note of encouragement to a college 

student facing his/her first semester exams. 
 Buy a grocery store gift card and ask the 

cashier to give it to the next person who 
comes to check-out. 

 Contact your local VFW or American Legion 
and offer to help put flags on the graves of 
veterans. 

 Start a spare change collection jar.  When it is 
full, donate it to your favorite charity. 

 Let a family member have control of the tele-
vision remote for the evening. 

 Pay for the person behind you in the drive-

thru line. 
 Give away stuff for free on Craigslist. 
 Make two lunches and give one away. 
 Take a welcome gift to new neighbors. 
 

Here are some ideas for kids: 
 

  Eat lunch with a student new to your  
      school. 
  Spend some time with your grandparents. 
  Do a sibling’s chores for them. 
  Make someone laugh.  Tell them a funny  
     joke.   
  Say thank you to the custodian at school. 
  Sit next to someone new at lunch. 
  Clean up the messes you make without  
      being asked. 
  Clean up a mess you didn’t make. 
  Play the game your sibling or friend wants  
      to play instead of insisting on the one you  
      want to play. 
  Sharpen someone else’s pencils. 
  Invite the new kid over for a playdate. 
  Remind your classmate to put their name  
      on their paper. 
  Do your homework without a fuss. 
  Let someone go in front of you in the lunch  
     line. 
  Say please and thank-you. 
  Invite someone to play with you at recess. 

 

Share your stories!   
Fill out a Kindness Stories card found in the pew 
racks, then place it in the offering plate as a gift 
to God.  These will be posted on the Kindness 

Tree in the narthex. 


