
From the Pastor's Desk  
 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!   At Annual Conference a couple of years ago, Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
introduced an initiative to raise five million dollars over the next several years for our camping and retreat 
ministries.  Our bishop has a vision to raise money for scholarships so that people can participate in these min-
istries.  She also has a dream to improve our facilities for years to come. 
 

During my Mother’s Day sermon, I introduced the Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching campaign to our congre-
gation.  We are in the middle of hearing stories of how our camping and retreat ministries transform lives for 
Jesus Christ.  We will be asked to prayerfully consider the part each of us can play in this effort. 
 

Many of us know personally the importance of our conference’s camps and retreat ministries.  Some have 
made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ at Camp Allegheny, Jumonville or Wesley Woods.  Others have 
been drawn closer to God at a retreat Olmsted Manor.  We have witnessed the impact these ministries have 
made in our lives and the lives of people we know. 
 

While our conference has a rich tradition in the ministries of Camp Allegheny, Jumonville, Olmsted Manor 
and Wesley Woods, two newer ministries have emerged and will be part of this campaign.  At the Lake Min-
istries offers fishing and boating opportunities for individuals with special needs, their families and care giv-
ers. The ministry was created to provide opportunities to experience the beauty of God’s creation on Lake Erie, 
build supportive relationships, and relax in a setting where guests feel valued and welcomed in Christ’s love.   
Healthy Village Learning Institute is an innovative urban camping and retreat center located in McKeesport.  
It is designed to provide non-traditional practical application for understanding and participating in urban and 
global community issues from a strength and solution-based process.  
 

Over a year ago, Pastor Alyce and I agreed to be the co-chairs of the clergy part of the campaign and to make 
our own financial commitment to this effort.  Our lives and ministries have been shaped by our camps.  This 
has happened for us as campers, counselors, retreat leaders, dean or chaplain of the week.  Our lives have been 
enriched as participants at continuing education events and spiritual retreats.  We have also witnessed the way 
a week of camp has impacted the lives of our niece and nephew.   
 

Our support of the Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching Campaign goes deeper than simply wanting to pay back 
the ministries that have helped to shape our faith.  We also hope to pay it forward to generations of future dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ.  I hope that you will prayerfully consider joining us in these efforts. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Keith 

 

 

 

 

J O I N  U S  F O R  WO R S H I P !  O N  S U NDA Y S  A T  8 : 3 0  &  1 1 : 0 0  AM  
S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a t  9 : 4 5  a m        S u n d a y  N u r s e r y  A L W A Y S  a v a i l a b l e !  

  T�� S���	
� 
June 2019 



Page 2 

Something for Everyone…... 
VBS Planning –Sunday, June 2nd at 10 am in WESLEY 
ROOM. This planning meeting is for all volunteers who 
are helping with VBS, July 22-26. Breakfast items will be 
provided.  There will also be a planning meeting on 
Wednesday, June 19th at 6:00pm in the Library. Please 
let Rachel know if you are planning on attending, rwhip-
ple@bakerstownumc.org or 724-443-3184.  
 

Recognition of Graduations,  Sunday, June 2nd please 
inform the church office of your accomplishments! Call 
Lora at 724-443-3184 or lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, 
and let us know the graduate’s name, from where he or she 
is graduating , and with what degree, honors, or certificate. 
Please have all your information to the church office, 
no later than Monday, May 27th. All graduates are en-
couraged to come to the Worship service on June 2nd as 
we honor YOU! 
 

Beginning Sunday, June 2nd , the Digging Deeper 
small group will be discussing,  the full range of human 
emotions that can be found in the book of Psalms.  Joy, 
adoration, praise, humble confession, anger, lament.  Its 
all there.  Join us this summer as we study selected por-
tions of the Psalms. 
 

F.A.I.T.H. Foster and Adoption,  Inspiration, Training, 
and Hope | June 2nd at  12:30pm| New Fellowship 
Hall    
We will share a meal together. Open to families that have 
or are considering opening their homes for foster or adop-
tion. We will provide a Christ Centered approach to offer-
ing support and education to these families.  Childcare will 
be provided. Please contact the church office at 724-443-

3184 with any questions. 
 

 

The Western Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference will be held at Grove 
City College from Thursday, 
June 6 through Saturday, June 
8. Keith Dunn, our pastor,  and 
Luke Whipple, will be attending 
the conference. Please remember 
and pray for Pastor Keith and Pas-
tor Luke as they participate in this 
year’s conference sessions. The 

conference will conclude on Saturday, June 8th with the 
service of ordination. 
 

The Neighborhood Table | June 6th | N.F. Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel UMC 
to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Community.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at BUMC 
starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then transported to 
Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there to help serve 
and clean up afterwards. This has been a very rewarding 
ministry so far, so please consider volunteering by calling 
Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847. 

Soul Sisters| Bible Study Group | June 10th | 6:30 – 
8:00PM |Library  We will have a time of   biblical study/
devotion, discussion, prayer, and fellowship.  Women with 
teenage daughters are encouraged to bring those young 
ladies along to participate. If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office at 724-443-3184.  
 

Bible study for parents with young children| Thurs-
day, June 13th & 27th |6:15-7:30 pm | Library  Come 
join us bi-weekly for fellowship, encouragement and small 
group discussion at our new Bible study geared toward 
parents of young children. There is no time commitment- 
come as you are and as you can. Childcare will be provid-
ed. If you are interested in attending or have any questions 
please contact Katie Lowell at klowell33@gmail.com or 
412-760-2682.  

Prime Timers | Wednesday, June 19th at 11:00am | 
New Fellowship Hall This fun group meets for food, fun 
and fellowship! Anyone interested in joining this group, 
bring a pot luck dish to share and a big appetite. We will 
be playing games and just having a great time. This group 
is open to anyone in the congregation or community.  

Summertime Women’s Fellowship Opportunity – 

Third Thursdays @ 10am:  The Thursday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study has finished up with our final in-

depth study series until we start back up again in Septem-
ber with our weekly classes.  Last year we tried Third 
Thursdays @ 10am throughout the summer and it’s return-
ing again this year!  We will meet together in the Wesley 
Room once a month from May through August on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month.  All women of the church are 
invited to drop in for 90 minutes of study time, prayer, 
sharing stories, laughter, and fellowship.  The dates are 
June 20th, July 18th, and August 15th.  Come along and join 
us! 

GriefShare Summer Schedule 

Our grief support group takes a break from weekly meet-
ings over the summer and will be meeting once a month on 
Wednesday evenings in the Wesley Room at 7pm on: June 
19th, July 17th, and August 7th.  

 

If you have lost a loved one, we invite you to drop in any-
time for some support and encouragement.   
 

**New Weekly GriefShare Sessions begin September 4th, 
2019 
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Bakerstown Book Club – Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, August 14th, at 7:00pm at the home of Izetta 
Wilson.  Two books have been chosen to discuss:  The Inn 
at Hidden Run by Olivia Newport and The Baggage Han-
dler by David Rawlings.  If you love to read, join us on 
August 14th, whether you’ve read the books or not.  Please 
just come along and join us for food, fun, and fellowship. 
All “Book Lovers” are welcome!!  There’s always choco-
late!! 
 

 

  

 
Operation Christmas Child     

Ministry of Samaritan’s Purse 
 

We are collecting items to fill shoeboxes during our Nov. 
Packing party for children ages 2-12.  
 

June: Small Tools 

Hammers, Nails, Measuring tapes, Solar calculators, Pli-
ers, Flashlights with batteries, Sewing kits, fabric squares 

 

July:  Paperback Books 

Bible Stories, coloring books, picture or activity books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phone directory update- I will be printing a new phone 
directory in the next few weeks. If you have moved, have a 
new email address, or had a change in your phone number, 
please contact the church   office at 724-443-3184 or email 
me at  lstafura@bakerstownumc.org or fill out a friend-
ship registry sheet.  
 

 

 

Bakerstown Happenings…. 

Mon.,  Jul 22 — Fri., July 26, 2019, 9:00AM -- 12:00 PM  

Come and join us for a week of POWER UP! We will reveal the power God’s chil-
dren have through Him!  God's power has given us everything we need to lead a god-
ly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV) 

Vacation Bible School is for children 4 years old through those entering 5th grade. 

We will enjoy a week of great fun and learn more about  Jesus! 

Registration is FREE to all those who register by June 1st 2019. After that date this 
event page will be closed; there will be a charge of $10.00 per child and a paper applica-

tion will need to be filled out.  

You can register on the church website www.bakerstownumc.org 

POWER UP -- VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

On your desktop computer or mobile phone browser, 
sign into your Amazon account through  

smile. Amazon.com  
 

And search for 
 

“Bakerstown United Methodist Church” 

 

After you select Bakerstown United Methodist Church, 
Amazon will donate a percentage of the price on your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchase to our church.  
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From the Prayer Corner —  That Beautiful Garden of Prayer 

 

Summer is the time when gardens really begin to fill in and turn beautiful.  And gardens are a wonderful place 

for prayer, a quiet, beautiful space to sit and meet with God. Perhaps you have your own gardens at home, a 

space where you can sit and enjoy the beauty while talking to God.  The Prayer Team wishes to remind every-

one that our outdoor Chapel in the Woods is available for a personal time of prayer, as well as the Prayer Cor-

ner space in the South Entrance Lobby right outside the enclosed garden there.  The plantings there and the 

change of seasons can be enjoyed sitting in the Prayer Corner space and looking through the windows.  

 

  There is an old song by Eleanor Schroll written in 1920 that goes: 

 

There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 

There’s a place that is wondrously fair; 

For it glows with the light of His presence, 

’Tis that beautiful garden of prayer.  

There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 

And I go with my burden and care 

Just to learn from His lips words of comfort, 

In the beautiful garden of prayer. 

      There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 

 And He bids you to come meet Him there; 

 Just to bow, and receive a new blessing, 

 In the beautiful garden of prayer. 

 

This summer consider spending some extended time with God out in nature, at a park, on your vacation at the 

beach or up in the mountains, in your own garden at home, or in the Chapel in the Woods, or the Prayer Cor-

ner at church - in the beautiful garden of prayer. 

 
 

Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdambach@consolidated.net, or 

Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be emailed to you. Occasionally we al-

so have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank you! 

 

 

 
Wednesday Morning Prayer – 8:00am-8:30am  
Prayer is a powerful way for us to receive the grace of God in our life. As we pray God moves. God moves in 

response to our requests. God moves closer to us in rela(onship. God moves on our hearts so that we more 

deeply experience his love. These are powerful things we don’t want to miss as a church community. Come 

join your pastors every Wednesday in the sanctuary, as we set aside (me to pray to our God. Make the effort 

to come before work! Come as a way to jumpstart your day!   
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Something for Everyone….. 

06/01/2013 Josh & Kristy Beach 

 

06/07/1974 Jim & Karen Lee 

 

 

 06/13/1981 Scott & Linda Ashworth 

 

06/15/1957 Frank & Fran Sutton 

 

06/15/1974 John & Kathy Cleary 

 

06/17/2006 Joshua & Lisa Banjak 

 

06/18/2011 Ryan & Brittanie Cosgrove 

06/22/1973 Robin & Evelyn Dick 

 

06/22/1985 Doug & Becky Kyle 

 

06/22/1991 Bob & Mary Jo Knochel 
 

06/24/1967 John & Alice Berkner 
 

06/24/1978 David & Sally Borland 

 

06/26/2004 Dave & Bethany Cain 

 

 

06/02 Jared Sutter 
06/04 Mary Jo Knochel 
06/04 Brian Brandt 
06/04 Sharon Platt 
06/04 Rebekah Shipley 

06/04 Spencer Duffy 

06/04 Paul McLeister 
06/05 Donna Artz 

06/05 Olivia Shipley 

06/06 Tim Shipley 

06/07 Ken Perriello 

06/08 Karen Naeser 
06/11 La Verne Brandt 
06/11 Kayden Cosgrove 

06/12 Leslie Crawford Matlack 

06/13 Katie Scalise 

06/14 Mary Pouchot 
06/14 Sherry Torick 

06/15 Naomi Gneiting 

06/15 John Humenik 

06/16 Pamela Reynolds 

06/16 Madge Clayton 

06/17 Sue Callenberg 

06/18 Bob Grier 
06/19 Bennett Zynn 

06/21 Ginny Campbell 
06/21 Charles Hull 
06/22 Marie Hopper 
06/22 Randy Burd 

06/22 Philip Ladesic 

06/23 Barbara McMaster 
06/23 Makayla Himes 

06/28 Dan Pouchot 
06/29 Reed Campbell 
06/29 Matthew Staub 

06/29 Trenton Mason 

06/30 Marge Kirkpatrick 

 

                             April 2019    YTD April 2019     YTD April 2018 

 

Donations:           $41,778.78        $150,800.57        $162,009.54 

Expenses:            $46.068.17        $149,055.62        $166,899.13 

 

Hope you have been enjoying the change in the weather. Thank you for supporting your 
church.  All bills have been paid, including the connectional support. We have also paid 
into  the savings funds for the Maintenance Fund for two months and one month of the Fu-
ture Endeavor Fund.  
 

June Birthday’s and Anniversaries 
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Day School Chalkboard 
What a whirlwind of a year!  Our preschoolers last day is May 22 where they will have an end of the school year program and cel-
ebration.  They have grown by leaps and bounds!  Our very first class of Kindergartener students will have their last day on May 
31 where they will be a part of a Kindergarten graduation program and family picnic in North Park.  Pastor Keith will be present-
ing each Kindergartener with a Jesus Bible at the graduation ceremony.  This is the same bible that Rachel used throughout the 
school year when she visited the Kindergarten classroom.  What a wonderful keepsake from the church.  We are so thankful and 
blessed.  We have strong bonds and relationships with all the families who’s children are enrolled in our school and it is hard to 
see them move on.  Please join us in continued prayer for all of the little ones as they leave our doors. 
 

Thank you, once again, for your support of our Flower Sale Fundraiser.  We were able to purchase 17 yards of much needed, certi-
fied playground mulch.  The mulch does not contain chemicals and metals that regular mulch can contain.     
 

We were blessed to have children’s author, Kaitlyn Stoltz visit our pre-k and Kindergarten classes.  Kaitlyn read her newly pub-
lished book, “Physics Fun: For Younger Ones” and did a fun physics experiment where each child had an opportunity to partici-
pate.  While the book is geared toward preschool and elementary ages, children and adults of all ages would enjoy it and learn 
something too!   
 

Ken Haselrig will visit our Kindergarten children the last week of May with his phenomenal program.  We are really looking for-
ward to seeing Mr. Haselrig and his doves again this year!  If you haven’t seen his wonderful program, stop by on May 28 at 1:00 
p.m. to join us; you won’t be sorry! 
 

We are accepting registrations for our Summer Camp sessions.  More information and a registration form can be found in the 
South entrance as well as on our website.  We are also still accepting registrations for the 2019/2020 school year.  We still have a 

few openings so help us spread the word.   

 

SUMMER CAMP 
Spread the word, we are currently accepting registrations for our fun preschool summer camp!  We welcome children 
who are 3 years old and potty trained through children who 5 but have not yet attended Kindergarten.  Order forms can 
be found on the website as well as in the South Entrance.  You do not need to be enrolled in the Day School to sign up 
for summer camp. 
 

 Session 1:  “Bugs and Butterflies” - June 10, 11, 12, 13, 14  
 Session 2:  “Ocean Commotion” - June 24, 25, 26, 27, 28  
 Session 3:  “Animal Adventures” – July 8, 9, 10, 11, 12  
 VBS:  July 22 - 26 - Register through Luke and Rachel Whipple  rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 

 Session 4:  “Camping Capers” - July 29, 30, 31, August 1, 2 
 

Children must be 3 by September 1 and must be potty-trained. 
Children who have not yet attended Kindergarten are welcome.  
Children should bring a nut-free snack, a drink and water bottle each day. 
Sunscreen should be applied before coming to camp.  
 

You may sign up for as many sessions as you like. The cost is $90.00 per session. 
 
Camp runs from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00p.m. each day. 
Every Friday is Friday Fun Day, please send your child in their bathing suit under their clothing and a towel for 
water fun!   
 
Registration should be accompanied by a check made out to Bakerstown UMC Day School and sent back in 
your child’s take home folder or mailed to:  5760 William Flynn Highway, Gibsonia, PA 15044. 
For more information please contact Kelly Campbell, Director (724) 272-6032 or email:  
director@bakerstownumc.org  
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Calendar of Events   Sundays:  

 Worship – 8:30 & 11:00 am 

 Adult Small Groups, 9:45am 

F.A.I.T.H., 12:30pm (1st Sunday) 
 Ignite, 6:00pm 

   

 Mondays: 

 Soul Sisters, 6:30pm (2nd Monday) 
  

 Tuesdays: 

       Jeremiah Bible Study, 7:00pm 

   

 Wednesdays: 
 Wednesday Morning Prayer, 8:00am 

 Jeremiah Bible Study, 9:00am 

 Body and Soul, 7:00pm 

 Grief Share, 7:00pm  
 Ignite, Disciple Bible Study, 7:30pm 

 

 Thursdays: 
Parent Bible Study, 6:15pm (every other week) 

 Rhythm of Grace Practice, 7:30pm 

Sanctuary Choir, 7:30pm 

 

 Saturdays: 
 Body and Soul, 8:30am 

June 2 — F.A.I.T.H., 12:30pm 

June 6 — Neighborhood Table, 2:30pm 

June 10 — Soul Sisters, 6:30pm 

June 12 — Mission Team Meeting, 7:00pm 

June 12 — SPRC Meeting, 7:00pm  

June 13 — Parent Bible Study, 6:15pm  

June 17 — Care and Share Meeting, 7:00pm 

June 19 — Prime Timers, 11:30am 

June 19 — Grief Share, 7:00pm 

June 20 — Women’s Fellowship, 10:00am 

June 27 — Parent Bible Study, 6:15pm  

June 26 — Trustees Meeting, 7:00pm 

Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church wants to    
remind you that we offer electronic giving as a    
convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides much-needed donation consistency for 
our congregation. 
 

Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer 
funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account. This service is offered for a 
once a month donation for withdrawal on the first 
business day of the month.  
 

Online Giving lets you go to 
www.bakerstownumc.org at any time to set up an 
automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, 
make a one-time donation or view your online dona-
tion history.  As you contemplate the future contribu-
tions, please consider electronic giving. Authoriza-
tion forms and additional information are available 
from the church office or by contacting Kay Cramer, 
financial secretary at 724-443-2847. 

Did you know that after each service 
on Sunday you can purchase Giant Ea-
gle gift cards at face value?  These can 
then be used for groceries or to pur-
chase any of the gift cards Giant Eagle 
sells. For instance The Home De-
pot...purchase gift cards from the 
church and then get the Home Depot 

from Giant Eagle to then go to Home Depot and get your home 
improvements.   
 

The proceeds were originally used to fund the mortgage of the 
church.  They now help with ongoing maintenance, which we all 
know can be costly the older our building gets.   
 

Shop and Save Perks to Pray and Play  
When Shop and Save did away with their gift card program for 
the church, this took its place. There are sheets on the  
information center in the narthex that need to be filled out and 
returned to the store service desk for this program.  The church 
will benefit from everyone  using the Perks card. We will get a 
check from Shop and Save a few times a year.  

Notes of Appreciation... 
A great BIG thank you to the memorial fund for the monies to purchase a new floor scrubber/stripper. Matt has already 
stripped and waxed the Old Fellowship Hall and it looks great! Matt will soon be doing all the floors in the church.  
 

Thank you to the anonymous donor that gave the monies to the Trustees to have all the railings in the front and south 
entrances painted. They look awesome!  



Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Luke Whipple 

Associate Pastor & Youth Director 
lwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 

rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 

Staff: 
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

Box Tops for Education 

 

Clipping box tops is an 
easy way for you to help 
our school buy what it 
needs. Box tops are 

worth $0.10 each, and they quickly add 
up to real cash for our school. Simply 
collect them in a baggie and place them in 
the collection boxes at the North and 
South entrances of the church. Contact 
Kim Szelc with any questions, 412-980-

4723.  

       Thank You Very Much! 
This year’s Junque Sale was a huge success! 

Thanks to our chair, Nicole Edinger, and to all of  
our fabulous volunteers! 

Thanks to those who donated junque and those 
who bought junque.   

Your efforts raised $3,965.45! 
 

And Especially…. 
Thanks to the  

Kohl’s Care Team  
Whose work raised another $2,000 bringing our 

grand total to 

$5,965.45! 
 

Please show your appreciation next time you 
shop at our Gibsonia Kohl’s. 


